““may bjeSb xﬁe m the th'ngs 1
have 10 say thlS afternoon

There have beon many 1mportant,k :

mesbages presented to us today and

yesterday. I sense all that has been’ =
said-as bemg of great 1mportance and

Wﬁlfare ‘to us; and 1 desire that T may
‘sustain in: e'very resoect tho respon31-
bilities that rest upon me, m common

twith-you, to measure upto every duty’

and"labor to tho very fullest extent

poeblble I have in my-heart nothmg—
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taken upon. the
Hnn There are other agreem 364
covenants made by ten one

another which are to do with civil af-

fairs, and are ntended to b
ably comphed w1th We call thes
'agreements or covenants

vine covenants, or dwme understand~

ings, and these the Lord has made to

His children, through His faithful

servants. To the extent that maukmd“ L

“has fulfilled the conditions they have
recewed the bIessmgs and the prom-
ises the Lord has made ,
I might relate a number of these
things. - You are famillar with them

in the hlstory of the world and the"
hand-dealings of the Lord with His

~ children. He made promises to Adam

that he should have dominion over:
every hvmg thmg _Adam was true

to his covenants and ‘he fulfxlled hlS
part.

filled that covenant faxthfuny an  re-
_ ceived a blessmg So with Moses
~ other ancient prophets.‘ Commg down
. through the various
_ find that John the Baptist recewed

the authority and followed the instruc-

tions of the Lord
pel To him was ¢

~ perform the ordinance of baptlsm _ foi
upon those who mamfested repent- fat

ance: who first had faith in God, and

who had grown in the spirit of re-

pentance and the desn*e to be forgwen

of their transgressxons or shortcom—;f S we
John the Baptist received the

ings.

les name to erve

The agree-
ments or promxses made to ‘mankind
by the Lord are in the nature of di-

And so it has been with Enoch
and with Noah. When Noah Yeceived
the commandment of the Lord he ‘f ul-

pensatmns we

£ the Lord

keys of that authority and held them bless

in all the centuries frcm the time of

_the Savior until the nineteenth ‘cen- ¢ ive

tury. And the Savior Himself gave
to mankmd the promise that through o

faith in God and through repentance

they ‘could be baptized and recewe' e

the gift of the Holy Ghost, Whereby' ‘,

they should receive the confirmation
of the baptism by fire and the Holy .

Ghost.

“COVENANTS IN THIS
g . TION
In this dlspensatlon the Lord re-

vealed to the Prophet Joseph many

: things and gave him instructions, and

among other instructions Whlch were
given and blessings which he receiv-
ed was the restoration of the holy

_sacrament of the Lords supper and

in like manner the eternal covenant
of marriage—one of the greatest

- promises made to men in earlier days
which has been restored agam m»’

thebe days. o

How sacred and important 1t s
that men: and women should qualify
~<those who have accepted the truths -
of this Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
have received authomty of the holy
by divine restoration—-to
the spirit of this responsi-
bility and this covenant, and to enter

Priesthood
partake of

Jinfo that promise,and that blgssing.

We and our, cchﬂd;;ep ATE . enptled %0 -
receive these blessings if we live for
them, and observe them with all our

hearts, in love and kindliness, in
Juctlce and mghteousness

DTERVAL MARRIAGE COVENA‘\TT .

Now my ‘brethren and sisters, T
consider this quite important.
I would like to talk brlefly about this
parhcular covenant the Lord has

DISPENSA- ‘

I felt

‘mg' to thmk
termty means

those" ,

‘and the woman should be Worthy,e
they should exemphfy in the1r lives

every. pmnmple of -

in kmdhness
towards eaeh

 ments and other 1 ‘ ﬁtructions giveﬁ of
_the Lord, one of W}nch ‘was the princi-
ple of tlthmg, whmh is the Law of

the lord, given to mankmd that
through then* falthful observance of
“that principle they ‘should grow in
. righteousness and in truth, and be

prospered.” It is a prmclple with a

promlse and all Latter -day f Samts Who

ent bemgs.. f
nd masmuch .
_us great blessmgs in the observance ‘
of this as well as of every other com~

obhgatmns 1 tesmfy to the
truth of this, because I know the
Lord 1s a Iovmg Father. He has given

mandment

orce, not only in this

. natlon but in all the natlons of the
'Viworld 1 would like to say that scan-
"dalous condmons prevail to a large

extent. People have neglected efernal

marmage they have done away with

ig,y the eternal covenant and have sub-

| stituted
e which endure only until death.

 Conditions throughout the hations
referred to are far from what they

. therefor civil

should be. Instead of marriage be-

_ ing recogmzed as a saered covenant,
a5 given by the Lord to mankind, it
- Is too often a temporary tie between
. man and wife, éubject to divorce. Such
_conditions I say are too prevalent in
_the world. Men and women are too
:dly situated to sense the _seriousness
and the v1tahty, 1mp0rtance and r1ght~

yeoubness of the eternal covenant
‘e Gospel to the -

CAUSES OF DIVORCE

. In gomg over some of the causes
_of divorce in this nation I find that
_ there are three main causes: First is
_ cruelty.  Generally speaking that is
. more prevalent in the case of the

wcman who feels she is unfairly treat-

_ed by her husband.  Thirtytwo per
cent of the cases of divorce are for
_ cruelty; twentyexght per cent are for
‘the ¢ause of desertion; and seven and
 omed -half per cent for. adultery, »Whmh
is 3 very serious charge
. some of the causes which bring about

divorces and are obtained by women,
. Whlch would 1nd1cate that the women

These are

are more badly tr sated by thelr hus:

bands than the  husbands by  the
- wives. '

There are miore Iegal causes for di-
vorce on the part of the wife than

A‘\onference

the husband One-third of the divore-

 the causes of divorce.

by their parents.

_of eternal

guided

. the Spirit of the Lord.

. are made, T want to c¢all your atten-;_
_tion to the records,

. Church has kept a record for yearv‘
. with regard to these statistics which

. are of concern to us.

,ally but also prosperedftempo-}:*’
50 that they are able to meet

[ 10 the matier of mar

covenants

-~ hag given for our eternal ¥

es occur after four years or less of
marriage.. One-third of ‘the -divorces.
are-from five to nine years; and one-

_tlnrd of divorces: are for over ten

yearq That indicates somethmg of,
the' conditions with redard “to that
prmmple !
The Ladies Home Journal, aboutw
a year or two ago, made @ survey of.
“They found”
that sixtymine per-cent of the wom-
en believe in divorce. Money, they
say, is the chief cause of friction

. Young people, they find from the con:

clusions, should be taught more about.

__ sex hefore they are married. Sex in-

structions, they say, should be given

Now, theseé are some of the condi-
tions which prevail in the world.“Tne:

Latter-day Saints generally believe

whole-heartedly; thoroughly, loyally,
truly and eternally, in the principle
marriage—marriage for
sternity as well as for time—and yet
there are many young people in the

Church who are not: subsecribing to

this condition—this eternal covenant‘

_ They are missing a great opportunify.

Too many hasty marriages are very
often the occasion for hasty divorces.

- But those who entér into the covenant

of eternal marriage, in my judgment;
are those who carefully consider what
they are doing, wisely, prayerfully,
and earnestly striving to be led and
into righteousness, so - that
they resist hasty marriage and every
influence that is'not in harmony with

- As an example of what has been~

k achieved by the Latter-day Saints in

overcoming this condition of  hasty

. marriages and divorces, and the ten-

dency to disregard the covenants thaﬂ

becatse the,

They have ‘bew
kept as accurately as they could b«
o'btamed

STATISTICAL CO\IPA RISONS

1 should like to refer you to cer-
tain results ‘which indicate sotrie "of
the comparisons of marriage and dit
vorce in the nation of the Uhited

 States as compatred with those of the

Latter-day Saints. The last year of
whicli ‘we have records was in 1938
The marriage rate of ~the United
States as a whole was 10.41 per thou-
sand population, as’ compared with
17.5 per cent per thousand populatien
of the Latter-day Saints, which i 70
per' cent greater.. The divorce rate
was 1.71 per thousand populatlon a5
against 1.04 for the Latter-day Saints.
This was about 40 per cent less. But
that result was obtained from the recs
ord of civil marriages; and not from
those performed in the teruples of the
Lord. In the Latter-day Saint Tem:
ples where such ordinances are per:

formed the result was; for those who

entered into marriage for eternity .28
per thousand population, or about 83
per cent less. “That ‘indicates some-
thing of the difference where pesple
observe this covenant that the Lord
relfare.

It is a matter of great importancb
to every Latter-day Saint. Worthy
parents sense the importance of teach:
ing their childrén this eternal prinéi:
ple.  Stake: Presidencies, Bishoprics,
and all the officers throughout - the
Church realize that: in ‘teaching this
divine principle they are instructing
worthy young people in the pr opel

observance of an eternal principle ol
‘gr’eac ﬁromméiahd ’ble%eing to allff\vhc

rJgh cously ‘observé it.

This is one of the gregt things fo
think about, that the covenants they
make inthigolife will  endurs. for
eternity; if they live in harmony thete-
with: - The blessings  of God will at
terid those bonds if worthily cohserv-
ed. - The conclusions are that thos:

(Continued On.Page Eight)




‘Qacred \Says ;Elder Cannon

(Contmued from Page Three)

“From the sample m Wh
1000 ea m‘ adh ents of t]'

: Cathofms

1125; Umtarlans 1025 Ep1seopahans“

alists B

Now that isa challe"

lund as to what the Latter-day Samts,‘
' who are faxthful in the observance of
thlS eternal covenant represent in

Relzgwn
Te Vitnl pnrno

ot o

omparison W1th mankmd generally




