[image: image1.png]TITLE PAGE ‘ S

PIONEER NAME THOMAS JENKINS

BIRTH DATE AND PLACE September 18, 1829,Herefordshire,England

DEATH DATE AND PLACE _October 15, 1905,Salt Lake City,Utah

FATHER JOHN JENKINS

MOTHER HANNAH CARTWRIGHT JENKINS ‘ .

WHO MARRIED AND DATE ANN TAYLOR SMITH

January 16, 1851

YEAR ARRIVED IN UTAH 1848

NAME OF COMPANY LORENEO SNOW

WHO WROTE HISTORY AND DATE VERNA ERICKSON AND LUCILLE NELSON

WHO FILED HISTORY AND DATE MARYAN LAMBERT WATROUS - April 6, 1982

ADDRESS 1218 Valley View Road

Glendale, California, 91202

CAMP NAME SAN RAFAEL

OOUNTY NAME LOS ANGELES CENTER

CAMP HISTORIAN VIRGINIA MAJOR HOMER

ADDRESS 1603 Bel Aire Drive

Glendale, California, 91201

COUNTY HISTORIAN AILENE BONHAM

' ADDRESS 102 Coventry Place

Glendale, California, 91206

SOURCE OF INFORMATION AND PAGE NUMBERS:

Taken from histories written by Verna Erickson and
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Thomas Jenkins was born at Herefordshire, England, September 1.8, 1829,
the son of John and Hannah Cartwright Jenkins, of Dilwyn, Herefordshire, Eng-
land. He was baptized into the Church in 1838 by William Noles. At the age
of twelve he emigrated from England to Nauvoo. At the age of nineteen, he
crossed the plains with the Lorenzo Snow Company, arriving in the Salt Lake

Valley 22 September, 1848, There were many and varlous duties required of:the

men in those early ploneer companies. Thomas Jenkins and his father, John
Jenkins belonged to the first Company of Minute Men organized in Utah under
George D, Grant. The Minute Men has a lot of actlve service during the early
Indian uprising. At one time, Thomas acted as guard in a company of mission-
aries to get through hostile Indian territory, among whom wés President Joseph
F. Smith at the time he left for his first mlssion.

Thomas Jenkins married Ann Taylor Smith, 16 January 1851, 1in Salt Lake
City. She was born 2 December 1833 at Deerhurst Glowcestershire, England to
Thomas Price and Anne Taylor Smith. The mother was Lady Anne, as she had been
Iady in Waiting to the Queen of England.

The couple had a good marriage and a good life together. They were the
parents of eight children all born in Salt Iake City: Thomas William Jenkins,
born 17 October 1852, Mary Ann born 9 December 1854, John Alma Jenkins born
21 March 1851, Sarah Ann Jenkins born 22 February 1860, Anna Amanda Jenkins
born 18 November 1862, Alice Ann Jenkins born 21 August 1865, George Bundy
Jenkins .born 16 June 1868, and Eva Adaline Jenkins born 9 September 1872,

Thomas was identified with the growth of the State for many years. He
filled the office of City Councilman, was a contract stock ralser and horse
trader. He loved horses and knew them so well that he was asked to drive for
President Brigham Young on many of his long trips. He was sent by Brigham
Young to help colonize Cheyenne, Wyoming, and also made many trips to Fort
Supply to guard the emigrants. Many nights he made his bed on the ground, and

would crawl from under a covering of snow in the morning. Through thls ex-
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of life. He often used two canes to get around.

An unusual experience happened one of the first winters in the Valley.rm‘
Food was very scarce, and people were often hungry. Thomas started with two
other men to hunt for deer. They found traces in the snow which led up the
mountain, but Thomas was too weak from hunger to continmenon. The two other
men went on and he turned back. Being overcome Wwith exhaustion and cold he
slid to the ground against a tree, although he realized he might freeze to
death., He lost consiousness, and was brought to by a sharp blow on the head.
He had been hit by an icy snowball, which he picked up and held in his hand.

He looked around to see who had thrown it, but there was no one around, and no
one answered when he called. fe felt refreshed, and was able to make his way
through the snow back to shelter. That mysterious icy snowball saved his 1life.
There was never any human explanation for it.

He was ordained a Seventy and became a member of the Tenth Quorum of Seven-
ties. In 1866 he was ordained a High Priest and a Bishop, and presided over
the Fourth Ward until 1875,

He obeyed the law of pural marriage four years after his first one. On
27 October 1855 he married Mary R. Avery, daughter of Brastus and Jerusha Avery.
There children were William (married Marie Kimball.), Sophia (married W. A,
Aubrey), Rachel (married Charles Slade), Thomas H. (married Minnie Moffett),
Cyrus Frank (married Matilda Burrows), Maud ( married J. U. Eldredge).

Joseph J., Jerusa A., and James A. died.

In December 1870 he married Mahala Elmer. Their children were: Edward

Elmer ( married Elizabeth Cutter. She died.. He married Edna Turner), Harri-

son E;:Jenkins ( married Julia Vieser who died - then he married Hazel Finlay-

son), Rose (married Carl A. Badger), Emily (married David A. Smith).
Later Thomas married Mary Ann Bailey. They had one child May, who merried

Albert B. Needham.

Thomas Jenkins was described as a very wise, good man, with a tender and
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sympathetic nature, doing kind and thoughtful deeds for neighbors and friends

in need.

His wife, Ann Taylor Smith Jenkins, died 13 November 1886 at age fifty-
three. Thomas 1lived to the age of seventy-six, passing away 15 October 1905,

in Salt Lake City.
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Thomas Jenkins was born September 18, 1829 at Herefordshire, England
to John Jenkins and Harmah Cartwright. Ile vas baptized in 1838 by
William Noles and emigrated to Nauvoo from England when he was twelve
years old., He came to Utah September 22, 1848 with the Lorenzo Snow
Company at the age of nineteen. Three years later, on January 16, 1851,
he married Ann Smith, daughter of Thomas Smith and Ann . She wes
born December 2, 1833 in Gloucester, England and emigrated to Utah in 1847
with the John Young family. She died November 3, 1887. Kight children
were born to them They were--liary Ann, who warried Richard J. Lanbert;

Sarah Ann, Married Abrem H. Cannon; Anna Amanda, married Franklin A, Wilcox;
Alice Ann, married David L. Dean; - John, Eva, George and Thomas, the last
four children died while young.

On October 27, 1855 he obeyed the teachings of plural marriage and wed
Mary R. Avery, daughter of Erastus and Jerusa A. Avery. She was born October
19, 1834. Their children were—-William, ,married larie Kimball; Sophia, mar-
ried W. A, Aubrey; Rachcl, married Charles Slade; Thomas H. married llinnie
Moffet; Cyrus Frank, married Matilda DBurrows; Maud, married J. U. Eldredge:
Joseph J., Jerusa A, and James A, dieds Married lary fuller Dec.22,1860.

o I d

On December 1870 he married lMahala Elmer, the daughter of Edward Elmer e
and Elizabeth Blundon of Suffolk, England. Born December 12, 1847, she
came to Utah 23 yeazflé.?ti%r 1870. Their children were Edward Elmer, married

Elizabeth Cutler, also married Edwa T new ;3 Harrison E., married

Julia Wieser, who died, then he married Hazel Finlayson; Rose, married Carl
A. Badger; Emily, married David A. Smith. He later married Mary Ann Baily,
they had one child Hay, who married Albert 3. Needham.

Thomas Jenkins was ordained a Teacher and Seventy, becoming a memder
of the Tenth Quorum of Scventies. In 1866 he was ordained a High Priest
and a Bishop and wes set apart to preside over the Fourth Ward by Leonard

W. Hardy. He laborcd in this high vosition wntil 1475.
> -




[image: image7.png]here were cony cnn verionsg cubles ooniped of Bha e L Luost orrly
pioneer companies. Urandfabrer Jonkins, wibh his felther, Jonn Jenkins, be-
longed to the first Company of ilirute ien organized in Utgh under George D.
Grant. Doth men came in Lorenzo Snowfs one hundred in 1848, The Hinute
tlen had a lot of active service during the early Indian uprising. Grand-
father was further associated with most of the military operations of the
Commonwealth taking part in various Indian wars. At one time he acted as
guard in a company of missionaries to get through hostile Indian territory,
among whom was President Joseph F. Smith at the time he left for his first
mission.

Thomas Jenkins was identified with the growth of the state for many
years. He filled the position of City Councilman, Contractor, Stock
raiser and horsetrader. He loved horses and knew them so well that he was
asked to drive for President Brigham Young on many of his long trips and
journeys. He was sent by President Young to help colonize Cheyenne,

Wyoming and also made many trips to Fort Supply to guard the emigrents.
Many nights he made his bed on the ground and would have to crawl from
under several feet of snow in the worning. Through this exposure in ex-
treme weather, he contracted rheumatism and was crippled with it the rest
of his life. He often used two canes to get around.

In the spring of 1851 he had a most exciting experience in Skull
Valley. The Indians had been pilfering animals from the very precious stock
so necessary to the livelihood of the Saints. Grandfather, with a few other
men, was sent to recover some of the stolen horses. While riding along at a
fast gait in pursuit of the red men, his horse leaped over a steep precipice,
landing in the top of a large tree, which, limb by limb, gave vay and let
rider and horse to the ground unharmed.

Another unusual experience happened in one of those first winters in
the Valley when food was very scarce and it was not uncommon for people to

go hungry. It was & severe winter with deep snow., Grandfather started

with two other men to hunt for deer. They found fresh tracks in the snow
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freeze to death, he slid to the ground against a large tree., He lost con-
sciousness, for how long he didn't know, but was brought back by a sharp
blow on the head, He had been hit by an icy snow ball which he picked up
and held in his hand. He looked around to see who had thrown it but there
was no one in sight and no answer when he called., He felt refreshed and was
able to make his way through the snow back to shelter. That mysterious icy
snowball saved his life. There never was any human explanation for it.

One of his grandchildren related to me the following incidents:

"My impression of Grandfather Jenkins gathered from Grandmother
Jdenkins and mother, was that he was a very wise, good man with a tender and
sympathetic nature. I remember my mother saying grandfather was always
doing kind and thoughtful deeds for neighbors and friends in need and, while
he .elieved in the great work for the dead, he surely spent most of his time
serving the living in a very vractical way. One incident was a visit he made
to seé mother and me soon after I was born. Mother was still in bed and not
feeling very well and she told me how grandfather sat by the bed and held
her hands and comforted her. This was the last part of February. He died in
October of thet same year., For me, it is a tender memory between father and
daughter.

Mother has told us of the time when she was just a youngster and grand-
father had come to stay with them for a few days. Grandmother was frying eggs
at the stove and the children were sitting around the table waiting to be
served. Grandfather watched the process with great interest. Fach egg was
being cooked to individual order; perhaps one soft, one turned over, one hard,
etc. Grandfather reminded grandmother to do them exactly right, stressing it
to the podnt that they all knew something was up. He instructed her to put the
eggs in a serving dish and then he proceeded to stir and then divide them
equally on their plates. It was all done in good humor and they all got the

lesson, including grandimother,"
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Compiled by Verna A. Erickson, 1958.




