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I was born in Salt Lake City,Utah,February 22,1860. My father,Thomas
Jenkins and my wmother was Ann sSmith Jenkins. I was the fourth child
of a family of eight. Both parents were pioneers, my mother having
reached the Salt Lake valley with the second company in 1847 and my = -
father arrived in Salt Lake the following year, 1848.

My father held the position of Bishop of the Fourth ward for a number
of years, and his home was on the South Side of Sixth South and Main
street. The house where I was born was a little adobe home on this
property, but my father became financially well off and later built a
more commodious and pretentious home on the Main street corner to
accomodate his increasing family. This home stood for many years and
was one of the early beautiful landmarks of salt Lake City.

My wmother, a gentle spiritual minded woman was much beloved by all of
father's large family. She had an interesting and rather startling
experience while traveling westward with the pioneers. Brother John
Young, eldest brother of President Brigham Young, and his good wife
had no.children of their own and volunteered to bring wmy mother, then
a little girl and treat her as their own until the other ones of her
family came west., For sometime she had her home with these good people.
une night on the plains,while all the camp were sleeping, there was a
rush or stampede of all the cattle. It was thought it was started by
someone shaking a buffalo robe,anyway the cattle(oxen) became fright-
ened and several of them broke out of the corral, made as usual by

the circle of wagons, and leaped right over the wagon in which mother
was sleeping. This was looked upon as something of a miracle for no one
was injured and oxen were never known to make such a remarkable juump,
either before or since,

The surroundings of our house were spacious and well cared for. There
was a fine orchard of fruit bearing trees and the ground was carpeted
with orchard grass where we children played. My childhood was lovely;

we had ponies and donkeys to ride, and our place was wort of a gathering
place for neighbors and friendd. There were quilting bees, apple paring
parties and other pleasant pastimes.

There was no free public schools in early days, but a number of very
good private schools to which we children were sent. As I remember, my
first school teacher was kleanore Pratt, one of .the best early educators.
She taught in the Seventh ward where I later went to school taught by
Franklin S. richards and a young lady named Bmily Tanner. The two
afterwards married and became among Utah's most prominent professional
and social leaders. I also attended a school in the Fourth ward then the
school was known as the elementary department of_.the University of
Deseret,held in the old wmuseum which stood nes or where the Vermont
building stands. ( %this building has been tor: down) My teachers were
Milton H. Hardy auu Miss Serapi You..: the firsi woman to vote in the
United States. iy next sck = ‘he ' ‘tori Socsel Hall taught

by Miss Mary Cook a rather ramvus and exciusive school for those days.

When I was seventeemyears old, we had quite a gay time going to picnics,
parties etc. And I met a number of young men and young women these .
occasions among them Abraham Hoagland Cannon, son of apostle George Q.
Cannon and his wife Elizabgth Hoagland Cannon. On my eighteenth birthday
February 22,1878 Abraham H. Cannon and I became engaged to marry and .
the following October 16,1878. We were married in the gndowment House

by hi father,George Q. Cannon performing the ceremony. we first lived

in a part of Abraham's Mothers home, known as the Farm house on the

Cannon farm which at that time belonged to th rarmers ward. The next
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and nlpeth south, while we were building a small house on a piece of

land given tq us by my Mother, for a wedding gift. while this place

was being builtI moved again to my Mother's where our first child, a

son George Jenkins Cannon was born, July 27, 1879. In August we took up
our abode in our own home, then nearly completed. We had great plans for
the future and were very happy and then a call came for my husband, -
Abramham to go on a mission to Germany. This changed all our future which
we could not at that time forsee. The mission which began October 19, 1879
lasted two years and seven and one-half months, during which time my
husband's beloved Mother died and his Father had many. trying times in
Congress where he was representing the Territory and defending his people
against unjust legistlation. In June 1882 when my husband returned from
his mission we again woved into our own home, but the distance from his
place of business was too great--there were no street~cars nor automobiles
in those days and after a year we decided to move into the city, first

in some rented rooms in Mother's howme and then moved to the "Cannon
House" on West South Temple, then back to my Mother's home where our
first and only daughter was born, September 22, 1883. We named her
slizabeth Hoagland Cannoffor her grandmother Cannon.

The first years ten years of our married life we had many changes of
habitation. My husband had studied architecture when quite a young wan
and expected to follow that line of work as a profession, but he was
called very early to Church service, having been appointed on the First
Council of sSeventies in October, 1882, That and other duties took him
away from home, a considerable part of this time and he acquired ‘an
unusual adaptability for a business life. He engaged in management of

the Juvenile Instructor and other publishing businesses, merchandise

and public enterprises. He built a pretty home for me on north first west
street where I lived two years, then moved to Ugden where we had a brtanch
bookstore. These times during 1884-5-6 there was considerable trouble

for the latter-Day Saints owing to the forming and prosecuting of the
pdmunds law. Our family were among those who had accepted believed in the
Church requirement of plural marriage and my husband had taken two

other wives for which he was subject of the laws and imprisoned in the
State penetentiary for a period of six months. Five days prior to that
time I again found refuge in my Mother's home where my second son was
born, March 12,1886, we named him Abraham Hoagland Cannon,Jr for his
father. He was born on his father's birthday.

After the tragic experience of what was known as "the underground
days" or during the prosecution of the Edmund's law our affairs became
better adjusted and more prosperous. My husband provided for me a fine
house in the seventeenth Ward which I later 8hanged for a smaller home
like the cottage which had had previously built for me. Here my third
son , Lester Jeankins Cannon was born July 4th 1888.

A great and sacred honor came %o all our family October 18,1889 when
my husband, Abraham Hoagland Cannon was called and ordained an apostle
and became a member of the Council of the Twelve Apostles.

About this time, he acquired a large tract of land which part of grand-
father Hoagland's farm to the southwest of the city on the Jordan River.
One this land he build three wmodern, elegant homes for his three families
and had the grounds beautifully landscaped'.the homes have been torn down
and the property was sold to Salt Lake City and is part of Jordon pg;k.)

In the midst of his apparent comfort and prosperity my husband was taken
with a severe illness from which he died, July 19, 1896, impressive
funeral services were held in the tabernacle July 26, 1896,
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éfzer ny husband'stdﬁath I sol%hthis large nome and purchased a smaller
ut_more convenien ome near e Cannon ward meeting house, there m

fnlldren and I;ved for a number of years, Until after many éhanges, gy son,

George J. and his wife, Lutie offered me ahome with them where I now

reside, My daughter wmlizabeth, wife of Arnold Giauque have occupied and
own the other home.

My three sons, George J., Abraham H. and lLester J. all perforumed
honorable wmissions for the Church,George J. spent two and a half years
in the German wission. Abraham H. about two years in Holland a part of
the Netherlands Mission. iLester in the midst of his labors died at Lille,
France from an attack of appendicitis. This was to us all a great sorrow,
made more so, from the fact that his brother, Abraham had died September
9, 1908 within a year after returning from his mission from a severe
illness contracted while in Holland during his labors for the church.

To work for the Church was always a joy to me, not a duty and I have
held many positions in almost all the auxilliaries.

Wwhen quite a little girl, when my ilother was treasurer of the Fourth
Wward n.lief Society I assisted her with her work and with sewing.

I was a charter member of the Fourth ward sntrenchment Society and
attended the general meetings in the 14th ward held under the direction
of Sister M. Isabella Horne. The ward Retrenchment meetings were held

in my Mother's home. These organizations were the beginning of the

Young women's pMutual Improvement Association. :

I was appointed and set apart as the first president of the Farmer's
ward Primary Association, August 22, 1882. This office 1 held only about
a year because I moved out of the ward and was released June 20, 1883%.

Wwhen the Cannon ward was organized I was called and set apart as

second counselor in the Relief Society to Sister Sarah Jenne Cannon,

wife of President George (. Cannon, August 1, 1896. Sister rebecca

Sharp was first counselor. Sister Sarah Jenne resigned because of other
duties. After this Carlie Cannon, wife of rresident George Q. Cannon
became second president and I was still 2nd counselor. After Aunt Carlie
died, nRebecca Sharp became president August 6, 1903 and I was selected
and set apart as first counselor. These positions in the ward Relief
Society presidency which I held during a period of twelver years entailed
a great amount of work and time. The homes in the new ward were scattered,
the distances we had %o cover in our visits were far, and at that time
there were no distinct roads or paths. Frequently we had to wade through
deep snow over rough ' and broken ground, climb fences and many other
difficulties. We were often called upon to go to the sick, sometimes at
night, but we enjoyed the tasks no matter how hard if we felt we were
helping or comforting those in need. becember 1, 1908 I was called to
become a member of the Pioneer Stake Relief Society Board and was
released from ward work.

In the spring of 1898, I was released from some of my work and called

by President Lorenzo Snow to work in the Salt Lake Temple and I was

set apart as an ordinance worker November 17, 1898. I engaged in thzis
beautiful and holy service over a period of thirty years when on
November 18,1928,1 was released because of ill health but with the great
love and blessing of all my co-workers for whom I shall always cherish .
deep affection. This work occupied most all of my time though for a short
time I taught a class in the Cannon Ward Sunday School and was for a
number of years a member of the Pioneer Stake Sunday School Board. I
had a great love for the Relief Society work and attended the meetings
when it did not interfere with the Temple Work. I am also a member of
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I have had some very interesting journeys going more than once with

the Taberna@/e choir when they gave concerts in large cities once as

far as New York, with the temple workers also I have enjoyed visits to
other cities, but my heart has been more inclined to the home 1life and .
I have found my greatest happines with my precious family., My son, George
J. has been a preosperous and honorable business man and holds high
positions in the Church and in his business life. His wife is the

Gﬁneril President of the YWMIA and both are ardent workers in the
church.

My days are full of interest and I am surrounded with every comfort for
which I am indeed thankful. Of my four children only two survive, but from
them I have a fine and lovely posterity, ten grandchildren and ten great
grandchildren. Two of my grandsons have been on missions.

while my forty-three years of widowhood pas not been without its sorrows
there have been many compensations mostly in the knowledge of the truth
of the Gospel and tﬁe privelege of working to help build up the Church.
This and the belief that the Lord knoweth best has been wy consolation.

Broke her hip=- July 10,1940
Died-July 12,1940-80 years old- funeral held at snsign ward-Sunday,

July 14, 1940 and 1.00 p.m.

us ,

Grandmother Cannon lived with for many years. When all the family was
home she had a special chair that near one of the warm air cducts that
came up from the furnace. She would sit close by it to keep warm. It
much nicer for all of us when she was able to have the back bedroom on

the main floor. She had privacy and so did we, when our friends came to
visit.

‘When I was young we had a coal furnace and the coal was put into the
furnace by shovel. I remember Grandmother when she was well taking her
turn shoveling the coal into the furnace from the coal room. It was a
great day when we had a gas furnace installed.

February 22nd was a special day at our house because we not only
celebrated George washington's birthday. We also celebrated Grandmother
Cannon's birthday. I think it was for her seventieth birthday they had
a big party for her and a three tiered cake with seventy candles on the
cake.

when Grandmother Cannon was released from the temple she took over all
the mending and darning of the stockings. She taught me how to darn my
stockings and the families. She did beautiful handwork and made many
items for family and her friends. Her hands were never idle.

Ironing was a big job and Grandmother liked to irom We would mangle
everything and the bottom of the special nightgowns that Mother and
Grandmother wore, then take them to the next room where Grandmother
would iron the tops. Everything was mangled or ironed, sheets, pillow-
cases, pajames, dresses,shirts, My Father used lots of hankerchiefs
and Grandmother wouldn't use handkerchiefs, she had many in her Cedar
Chest. She used rags and we mangled the rags every week.

Mother and Father entertained a great deal and Grandmother would stand
at the sink and wash the pots and pans while we were cooking. Sometimes
she would wash them before we were through with the pans. I really
wissed having Grandmother around when I was wmarried to wash the pots
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We loved to go into Grandmother's room and listen to the radio. Two of
our favorite programs were Amos and Andy and Myrte and Marge. Grandma
also always had some candy for us. She was interested in all our
activities and wanted to know what we were doing and where we were

going etc. Un summer sevenings, we would often take a car ride and she
loved this very uwuch.

My father, George J. was very emotional when he spoke at stake conference,
she would always whisper to me and say, "pray for your Father that he can
finish his talk and not get too emotional." She loved the gospel and was a
faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

granddaughter-Jean C. Willis

This copy, made available th
, rough the
courtesy of the International Soci
t
DAUGHTERS OF UTAH PlONEEeRyS
May not be reproduced for Mmonetary gai;L




[image: image7.png]Lrienas HIAULLI'IL

-

when' she. fell at|
She was 80 |

hn; Vﬁﬁme’ﬁ

A:association, und a former.

This copy, made available through the
courtesy of the International Society
DAUGHTERS OF UTAH PIONEERS,
may not be reproduced for monetary gain.





[image: image8.png]ok, 7=
.

Funeral services for Mrs, Savah
Ann Jenkins Cannon, 80, promi-
nent native Utahn and  Church
worker, who died yesterday in a
local hospital of shock suffercd
When she fractured her hip last
Wednesday, will be conducted in
the Ensign Ward, Ninth Avenue
and D Street, tomorrow at 1
pm.

Bishop Edward IL. Sorensen of
Cannon” Ward will conduct  the
seryices.  Interment will be in
the family plot in City Cemictery.

Friends may call at the home
of a son, George J. Cannon, 213
Eighth Avenue, tomorrow from
10 a.m. until 12:30 p.m,

2 threugh the
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l,éARAH ANN JENKINS CANNON

I was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, February 22, 1860, My father
was Themas Jenkins and my mother Ann Smith Jenkins. I was the fourth chihd-
of a family of eight. Both my parents were pioneers, my mother having reached
the Salt Lake valley with the second company in 1847, and my father arrived
in Salt Lake the following year, 1848.

My father held the position of Bishop of the Fourth Ward for a number
of years, and his home was on the South side of Sixth South and Main street,
The home where I was born was a little adobe home on this property, but
my father became financlally well off and later built a more commodious and
pretentious home on the Maln Street corner to accomadate hls increasing
family. This home sood for many years and was one of the early beautiful
land marks of Salt Lake City.

My mother, a gentle spiritual minded woman was much beloved by all
my fathert!s large family., She had an interesting and rather startling
experience while traveling westward with the ploneers. Brother John
Young, eldest brother of President Brigham Young, and his good wife had
no children of their own and volunteered to bring my mother, then a little
girl, and treat her as their own until others of her family came west,

For sometime she had her home with these good people. One night in the
plains, while all in the camp were sleeping, there was a rush, or stampede of
all the cattle. It was thought it started by someone shaking a buffalo robe,
but anyway the oxen became frighteden and several of them broke out of the
corral,.made as usual by the circle of the wagons, and leaped rﬁght over

the wagon in which mother was sleeplng. This was looked upon as something of
a mriacle for no one was injured and oxen were never known to make such remark
able jumps eilther before or since.{

The surroundings of our home were spacious and well cared for. There

was a fine orchard of fruit bearing trees, and the ground was carpeted with
orchard grass where we children played. My childhood was very lovely; we

had ponies and donkeys to ride, and our place was a sort of gathering place
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for neighbors and friends, There were guilting bees, apple paring parties,
' and other pleasant pasttimes,

There were no free public schools in early days, but a number of very—
gbod private schools to which we children were sent. As I remember,
my first school teacher was Eleanor Pratt, one of thé best of the early
educator. She taught in the Seventh Ward where I later went to the school
taught by Franklin S, Richards, and a young lady named Emily Tanner., The two
afterwards married and became among Uthh's most prominent professional
and social leaders. I also attendeé& a school in the Fourth Ward then a school
known as the elementary department of the University of Deseret, held in
the old museum which stood near or where the Vermont Bullding now stands,
My teachers were Milton H, Hardy and Miss Sarah Youngsy the first woman to
vote in the U. S. My next school was in the historic Social Hall, taught
by Miss Mary Cook a rather famous and exclusive sbhhool for those days.

When I was seventeen years old, we had quite a gay time going to
picnics, parties, ete, And I met a number of young men and young women
" on these occassions among them Abraham Hoagland Cannon, son of Apostle
George Q. Cannon and his wife, Elizabeth Hoagland Cannon. On my eighteenth
birthday, Bebruary 22, 1878, he, Abraham H, Cannon and I became enganged to><
marry and the following October 16 we were married in the Endowment House,
his father President George Q. Cannon performing the ceremony. We first
1ived in a part of Abrahant's mother home, known as the Farm House on the
Cannon farm, which at that time belonged to Farmers Ward, The next year in
February we mowed to ourselves and lived in a small house on Elghth west and
Ninth south, while we were building a small house on a piece of land given
us by my mother, for a wedding gift. While this place was being built I
moved again to my mother's where our first child, a son, George Jenkins Cannon
was born, July 27, 1879. In August we took up our sbode in our own home,

then nearly completed., We had great plans for the future and were very happy
and then a call came for my hggband, Abram, to to on a mission to Germarmy.
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This changed all our future which we could rot a% that tine foreseei The
; mission which be an October 19,1879, lasted two years, and seven and one-helf
months, during which ti-e my hus“and's beloved mother died end his father -
had many trying'timqgwin Congress where he was representing the Territory,
and defending his people against unjust legislation., In June 1882 when my
husband returned from his mission we again moved to our own home, but the
di stance from his place of business was too great--there were no street@cars
nor automobiles in those days and after a year we decided to move into the
city, first in some tented rooms in mother's home and then moved to "Cannon
House" on West South Temple, then back to my mother's where our first and
only daughter was born, September 22, 1883, We named her Elimabeth Hoagland
Cannon for her grandmother Cannon.

The first ten vears of our =married life we had many changes of
habitation, My husband had studied architecture when quite a young man and
expected to follow that line of work as a professio-, but he was called very
early to Church service, having been appointed one of the First Council
of Seventies in October 1282. What and other duties took him away from home
a considerable part of his time and he acqulired an unusual edaptability for
a business 1ife. He engaged in managenent of the Juvenile Instructor and
other publishing business, merchandise and public enterprises. He build
a pretty little home for me on North First West Street where I lived for two
years, then moved to Ogden where we had a branch bookstore. These times
during 1884-5 and 6 there was conslderabdle trouble for the Latter-Day-Salnts
owing to the forming and prosecuting of the Edmunds law. Our family were
among thoée who had accepted and believed in the Church requirement of plural
marriage and my husband had taken two other wives for which he was subject of
the law and ﬁmprisoned {n the State penetentiary for a period of six months,
Five days prior to that time I again found refuge in my mother's home where m
second sone was born, sarch 12, 1886. We named him Abraham Hoarland Cannon J
for his father. He was born on his father's birthday.

After the traric experience of what was “nown as "the underground days"
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adjusted and more prosperous. sy husband provided for me a fine house in
the Seventeenth Ward which T later changed for the smaller hime like cottage
which he previously built for me. Here my third son R Lester Jenkins Cannon
was born July 4th 1888,

A great and sacred honor came to all our fa~ily October 18, 1889 when
my husband Abraham Hoarland Cannon was called and ordained an apostle and
became a member of the courcil of the Twelve.

-About this time he acquired a larse tract of land which wes a part of hi
grandfathers Hoagland's farm to the South West of the city on the Jordan
River, On this land he built three modern, elegant homes for his three
families and had the grounds beautifully landscaped,

In the midst of this apparent comfort and prosperity my husband was take
with a severe i{llness from which he died July 19, 1896, Impressive funeral %&
services were held in the Tabernacle July 26, 1896,

After my KRusband's death I 80ld this large home and purchased a smaller
but more convemient home near the Cannon Ward meeting house, where my childre:
and I lived for number of years., Until after nmany changes my son Georged.
and his dear wife Lutie offered my a home with them where I now reside. My
daughter Elizabeth, wife of Arnold Giauque have occupied and own the other
home,

vy three‘sons, George J1, Abraham Hl, and Lester J., all performed
honorable missions for the Church, George J. spent two and a half years in
the German “fission. Abram H. about two vears in Holland, a part of the
Netherlands Mission, Les'er in the mids* of his labors died in Lifle, France
from an attack of appendicitis, This was to us all a great sorrow, made more
so, from the fact that his brother Abram H. had died September 9, 1909 within
a year after returning from his mission, form a severe illness contracted whil
in Holland during his labors for the Church.

To work for the Church was always a Joy to me, not a duty, and I have

held positions in almost all the augilliaries,
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When quite & 1ittle girl] when my mother was treasurer of thé Fourth
Ward Relief Socity I assisted her with ﬂer work and with the sewing. I was
2 charter em member of the Fourth Ward Retrenchment S oclety and attended
the general meetings in the 14th ward held under the direction of Sister
d. Isabella Horne. The Ward Retrenchment meetings were held in my mother's
home., These organizations were the beginning of the Young Women's Mutual
Improvement Association.

1 was appolinted and set apart as the first president of the Farmer's
Ward Primery Association, August 22, 1882, This office I held only about
a year because I moved out of the ward and was released June 20,1883,

When the Cannon Ward was organized I was called and set apart as second
counselor in the Reliéf Soclety to Sister Sarah Jenne Cannon, wife of
President George Q. Cannon, August}, 1896, Sister Rebecca Sharp was first
counselor. Sister Cannon resigned because of other duties. Aafter this Carli.
C?nnon, wife of Pres. George Q. Cannon became second preslident and I was
still 2nd counselor. After Aunt Carlid died Rebecca Sharp became president
August 6, 1903 and I was selected and set apart es first counselor. These
positions in the ward Refilef Society presidency which I ke:f& held during .
e period of twelve years ehtalled a great amount of work and time. The
homes in the Wi¥ war»d@ new ward were scattered, the distances we had to cover

in our visits were far, and at that time *here were no distinct roads or

paths., Frequently we had to wade through deep snow and over rough and broken
ground, climb fences and had manv other difficult‘es. ™e were often called
upon to go to trte sick, sometines at night, bﬂﬂwe énioyed the tasks no matter
how hard if we felt e were helping or conforting those in need. Dee, 1,1908
I was called to become a member of the rioneer Stake Helief Soclety Roard
and relteased from the ward work.,

In the sprlné of 1898, I was released from some of my work and called by

Pres.Lorenzo Snow to worK in the Temple and I was set apart as an ordinance

worker Nov., 17, 1898, I engapned in this beaufiful an hopy service over a
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period of thirty years when on Mov. 19, 1928, I was released because of
111 health but with the great love and blessing of all my co-workers for whom
I shall always cherish deep afféction. This work occupied most all of my L4
time though for a short time I taught a class in the Cannon Ward Sundaf
School and was for a number of years a member of the Pioneer Steke Sundéy
School Board. I had great love for the Relief Soclety work and attemded the
meetings when it did not interfere wbth the Temple Work. I am also a member
of the Daughters of the Pioneers,

I have had some very interesting journeys golng more than once with the
Tabernacle choir when they gave concerts in large cities once as far as New
Your. With the Temple workers also I have enjoyed visits to other cities, bu
my hearf has been more inclined to the home life and I have found my greatest
happiness with my precious family. My son George J. has been a preperprosper
ous and honorable business man and holds high positions in the Church and in
his business life. His wife i1s the Ceneral President of the Young Woman
Improvement Association and both are ardent workers in the churech,

My days are full of interest and I am surrounded with every comfort for
which I am indeed thankful. Of my four children only two survive, but from
them I have a fine and lovely propperity, ten grand childrem and ten great
grandchildren. Two of my grandsons, have taken missions. Raymond C. Glauque
D Elizabeths boy, performed a fine mission in Germany and George Ivans
Cannon, George Js' son is now in the Eastern States Mission,

While my forty three years of widowhood has not been without its
sorrows there have been many compensations mostly in the knowledge of the

truth of the Gospel and the privilege of working to help build up the Church
This and the belief that the Lord knowsth best has been my consolation.j)

‘Sarah Cannon fell on July 10,1940 and broke her hip, she died two days
later without gaining consciousness to recognize her family. W She was loved
by everyone that knew here and all her grandchildren has great respect for

her,




