SARAH JANE JENNE CANNON

Sarah Jane Jenne first met George Q. Cannon in the office of President Brigham Young, and the two were married there by President Young soon afterwards combination of circumstances that makes one suspect President Young may have encouraged the match. Sarah Jane was eighteen at the time of her marriage oil April 11, 1858.

Sarah Jane Jenne was born September 11, 1839, in Camden, Upper Canada, where her parents were visiting. She was the daughter of Sarah Snyder and Benjamin Jenne and came of old Revolutionary War stock on both sides. She was a direct descendant of Abraham Lincoln's grandparents on her father's side and the Comstocks and Snyders on her mother's side.

While she was very young little Janey went to live with her Snyder grandparents, who were converts to the Church. Their comfortable homestead on the edge of a woods had one bad feature--rattlesnakes. One day Janey was bitten by one on her thumb and ran screaming into the house. Her Uncle Robert, a young man of great faith and knowledge of the Gospel, took her in his arms and quieted her. Than he poured oil over her thumb and prayed. The thumb stopped swelling and little Janey was soon entirely healed.

She continued to live for some time with her grandparcuts, even after they moved to Nauvoo. After they had fled with the Seints from Nauvoo following the Prophet's death, Jane walked every step of the way across the plains except, as she said, "where the streams were too deep to wade.”

Once when she was sent out to gather buffalo "chips" for the campfires, she was chased by a wild buffalo. She ran toward the encircled wagons in terror and dashed under a wagon just as the head of the animal crashed against the wheel. Shortly after their arrival in Salt Lake City, her life was saved again by a remarkable warning. She was living with her aunt Jane Richards in an unfinished house with a tarpaulin stretched across the walls for a roof, anchored at each corner with a large boulder. Janey was sitting on a chest against the wall, sewing patchwork, when she heard a voice say, "Move away quickly." There was no one near, but she heeded the warning. Before she had reached the other side of the room, one of the heavy rocks fell, crushing the chest on which she had been sitting.

The early period in Salt Lake was a time of pioneer hardships. In later years Sarah Jane seldom talked about the privations or suffering she had born; but when her daughter Rosannah noticed that she nevcr ate "greens," Janey remarked that she had eaten enough of them in her childhood Lo Ian a lifetime.

Sarah Jane's father was not a good provider and was often away. When he succumbed to "gold fever" and went off to California, his wife obtained a separation and married Franklin D. Richards, whose first wife, Jane Snyder, was Sarah Jenne's sistcr. The Jenne children were adopted by this good man and raised as his own, although they never took his name.

