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and a great piece of injustice. One of the brethren sald afterwards
that he did not look upon me as being responsible any more than the oth-
ers. T said if that were the view that all took I had no feelings.
This was the second day and affer there had been considerable discussion
and we were about to partake of the sacrament.

I have no objection to bearing my share of responsibility with my
brethren, bu*t where we are united in a council I think each one should
bear share and share alike, unless there is sone peculiar circamstaneas
connected with the case. -

Thege c¢riticisms, however, were not the most painful psrt of the
prooecedings. We were told that we put confidence in men that were not
worthy of our confidence, that the Twelve were excluded from our confi-
dence and other men taken into our confidence. It had been learned
that you were our accredited agent. One man, saying he spoke the sen-
timents of others, said that if they had been consulted they would not
have consented for you to0 occupy such a position, that vyour past con-
duct, referring as I understood to your habits, did not warrant or jus-
tify your selection. Col. Clayton was also named as a man whose habits
were not good and as a man to whom business men would not entrust their
business.

The management of the Hews was taken u- also, and strong feeling
was expressed concerning John Q., although his name was not mentioned,
that he was una&é@abla to ocecupy the position he held; that the News
being the Church‘organ ought to be edited bv a man of the highest repute
John Q's associations were improper, and his writing lacked the essen-
tial qualities which the writings that ought to appear in the Church
organ should have.

I have refrained from writing to you for a day or two, as I have

shrunk from doing so. It is painful to me, and I know it mmst be %0 you
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President Woodruff and President Smith have not expressed a doubt toc me
or in my hearing concerning you or your integrity. I shall propose %o
them that as we the Pirst Presidency have appointed you to this position,
that we ask the men t0o provye what they have said coneerning vou. There
has been no definite statement made, only a general statement concerning
your habits. I know 1% will make you weak in your feelings and sick

to hear this from me, but I think i% better to let you know it. I

look upon this as a e it comes from the Tord, or at least He

permits i§, to test us. T know thece mento be men of God; I know they
would not 4o a wrong knowingly, and while sometimes men mvay not be able
¥o substantiate their views, there may be something nevertheless in the
spirit of their feelings. At least T am trying to look at it in this
light. T feel that we have exposed ourcselves, or I have particularly,
to eriticism, not to ¢all it attack, by attempting to do too much and not
realizing that men are jealous when one man assumes t00 important a role

T feel that I have blundered in this respect ﬁape to profit by what

has taken place.

I want you to loock at this in the true light. If you will frel as
I 40 you will accept this as from the Iord and humb;e yourself contrite-
ly before him, I have never felt in my life more humble, it seems to
me, than I have done in the lagt few dayse. I can see myself in a new
light, as 1t were, and realize the benefits whichﬁcem& from hearing othes
talk 88 T have listened %o them about our operations. I know this,
my dear son, that you have been greatly ble:sed in your labors for us
and that these labors will bear honest 1nvestigézian. I hope nothing
has occurred to Justify the statement which has been made concerning your
conduct, that is of late. |

I have told John Q/ that he is likely to lose his position on the

News. What he will do I have no idea. Opporfunities for men like
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him are very few, and it affects me very mmech on account of himand also
on your own account. I know this will seem to you a poor return for the
exertions you have made and the labors you have performed.

The canvass of our affairs originated in it having leaked ont
that we were endeavoring to e:%gﬁ;bzgi%ygallean in the East and trying
to bond the Church properti es. Today, wg&had an interesting neeting
examinings what we cou'd do with our income, We have divided the incomeg
setting apart such and such a per cent. for one thing and such a per
cent. for another and setting aside $93,000 for a sinking fund and
£95,000 for interest. Our intention is as soon as we get this well di-
gested to invite Pr@sidént TLorenzo Snow to dellberate with us as to
this apportionment. I dey nct know how he will be affected by our pro-
rosed reduction of the expenses of the temples, particularly the Salt
Lake Temple, but our minds are quite clear thﬁ%;ﬁhig plan must be aﬂep%-l
ed in some form or stheééir we ever‘hape Lo amewge from our present con-
dition. L

Whether you aucea&d.inugetting ema@uragament\in relation to vour plan
or not something of &hi@,kiﬂd will have %o be done. Of course if you
can work it upon the linas upon which you arse wefklng, it will simplify
matters vory much. 1 have prayed very @arneaﬁiiyrar vou since Thursday
as I have for myself andgmy gntire houzehold. ;?ﬁe‘bardvhasjproaperedfma
greatly through my 1life; Qa has been my eonstaﬁ; friend and T have not
the least reason to d@ﬁbt ‘His goodness in the f&ture. I know He wixl
have merey on me and daliwer me and not auffer ma 2o be overthrown.

We are going to have a dinner tomowrow of tma family, it being my
birthday. Your mo%har has been the chief one 1ﬂ arrangina this, 1
know nothing much about it, not having been eansulbed as to details, but
merely informed that @hag intended toc have a dimg@r and asked whom I

wanted to be present. I did not waut anyane bm@:oﬁv own folks and






