
GEORGE CANNON and LEONORA CALLISTER

George was the eldest son of Hugh and Eleanor Addy Cannon.  He was born in Peel in May 1766 and died at sea an board his own ship, July 19, 1811, being the victim of a mutiny which he was endeavoring to suppress among his crew. He would probably not have been killed if his subordinates had been more prompt and courageous in meeting the outbreak.

George married, when he was 26 years old, Leonora Callister. She was born in November 1775, She was the youngest daughter of David Callister and Abigail Mylchreest. David's father, John Callister, was seemingly quite a character. He is described as a merchant‑cooper of Peel and was known as "creina," that is, the wine or the sage Callister. His Father was David Callister of Kirk Patrick, who married Katharine Kermeen in 1686.

The family was of such importance officially and commercially during many generations; for example, in the time of the last‑named David, they enjoyed the unique privilege of burial within the Church, instead of in the churchyard. The humble fisheries had lost any attraction they may have ever had and had become too tame for George. We find him going in for smuggling on a large scale. This so‑called "free‑trade" was at this time considered not only quite reputable but entirely patriotic also. There was hardly a building that had not "at least an equal number of rooms below ground as above it.'' Foreign skippers deposited vast quantities of East Indian and other goods here then carried away by smaller Manx vessels into Scotland, England, etc. Captain Cannon's house was thus constructed. The seamanship involved in such a hazardous business as his was magnificent and worthy of the best of causes. Their personal daring also was superb.

On some of his voyages he expected to have to fight and he made preparations to do so. He seems to have taken humane steps as were possible some slaves he was taken as slave cargo, to provide for their health and welfare by issuing extra food rations and even liquor when the weather was cold.

He had many exciting dangerous voyages.

He later seemed to have been regularly in the Royal Service.

Children:  George, born December 3, 1794; Leonora, born October 6, 1796 (she was the wife of John Taylor, both of them early converts to Mormonism, both intimate and steadfast friends of Joseph Smith. Her husband was later a President of the Church.); Thomas, born 1799 (died in infancy); Ann, born 1800 (died young); John, born 1802; Thomas, 1804 (died in his 15th year); Elinor, born 1806; David, born 1810 (died in infancy); David, born 1811 (he was born only 2 months before the death of his father at sea).

The constant anxieties, the long periods of loneliness and finally the cruel death of her husband under circumstances so sorrowful probably caused Leonora to hate the sea and it is easy to believe that she pleaded successfully with her sons to avoid its service.

