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leadership, the congregation drifted away to the
extent that there remained but one communicant
in 1819, according to the parish record! His suc-
cessor, the Rev. Samuel C. Brinckle, breathed new
life into the church. In 1820 he organized the first
Sunday School and arranged the first confirmation
services at Radnor, conducted by Bishop White.

After the opening of the railroad through
Radnor and Paoli in 1832, the wilderness chat-
acteristics of the area rapidly disappeared and the
population steadily increased. Through all later
vicissitudes and wars the church has not only stood
fast but has increased the force of its work for
Christ. The building itself had begun to assume
its present Colonial appearance by the renovations
of 1830. Further repairs of the buildings were made
in the 1850’s, 1870’s and 1890’, the last including
the excavation of a cellar, the substitution of a
furnace for the large stove which then stood in
the center of the nave, and addition of the present
wainscoting behind the altar. In 1895 the church
proper received its only interior decoration when a
parishioner obtained the gift of a piece of original
Caerbwdy stone-work from the 15th Century St.
David’s Cathedral in Wales. Welsh artisans repro-
duced upon it a copy of the ancient cross behind
the cathedral altar, and this splendid relic has been
placed in the wall above the main door. The
chutchyard walls had first been enlarged under
Mr. Clay and -have since been extended on nu-
metrous occasions.

Inspired by a wave of expansionist enthusiasm,

the congregation actually voted to demolish the
ancient church in 1835, but happily this disastrous
movement was forestalled by a small group of
adamant communicants. A similar effort in 1860
reached the same end. No visitor to St. David’s
can fail to sense its tranquil spirit of peace and rest
which inspired Longfellow in 1876 to write of it:

“Here would I stay, and let the world,

With its distant thunder, roar and*roll;

Storms do not rend the sail that is furled,

Nor, like a dead leaf tossed and whirled

In an eddy of wind, is the anchored soul.”

Yet, as one of the truly missionary churches

* surviving from Colonial times, St. David’s has in

its turn shared heavily in the organization of other
parishes, and its activities today are greater than
ever before. Its long and steady spiritual growth
has prepared it to assume ever-increasing responsi-
bilities in the activities of the church in the world
of today. '
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Horton.. ..Jane C,, wife John (dau. Andrew ang Chri v\msnnn_.. N .gw;rw. wife James (dau. mascn_ and Mary
Lindsay, née Van mhﬂ.v. m o uo:u_zmzs Levis, née Thomson), d. 2, 20, 1827; 78th yr.
65th yr. ; ' Peter, d. 11,6, 1779; 28thyr. /757 <
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edell........ . .Caroline L ——, 1833-1900.
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. 25, 1839; d. 2, 26, 1876. |
E:mra. e .mmﬂmwa?._: dau. Q&:SB and Sarah, d. 1, N@ George, son John B: and Harriet J., b. 9, 26,
- 1836; d. 1,1, 1853.
Hughes........Edward, AF_H:&V_N 16, _N_m 56 yrs. AOEE Harriet J., wife John B. (dau. Samuel and
gravestone.)

Sarah Waters, née Wetherby), b. 7, 26, 1811;
d. 3, 17, 1883.
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~~Ann, wife John (dau. John and Rebecca Levis,
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vxHannah, d. 11, 21, 1803;

26th yr.
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