BISHOP EDWARD HUNTER

Edward Hunter was born June 22, 1793, in Newtown Township, Delaware County,
Pennsylvania, the second son and eleventh child of Edward and Hannah Maris Hunter.
His paternal ancesters were from North of England and his Mother's side was of
Welch extraction., The original Hunter family is supposed to have been "William
the Hunter”" of Medoméley Hall, near Newcastle on the Tyne, the village of
Medomsley existing as early as 1183 A,D,

Bishop Edward Hunter's grandfather was William Hunter and his Grandmother's
name was Hannah Woodward., His great grandfather was John Hunter who passed over
to Ireland sometime in the 17th Century. He served as Lieutenant under William
of Orange at the Battle of the Boyne, where he was wounded, He afterwards came
to America and settled in Delaware County, Pennsylvania, Edward Hunter, Esquire,
the Bishop's father, was Justice of the Peace of Delaware County for forty years.,

Edward Hunter was trained in his youth to become a tanner and currier, but
he turned to surveying in which he received a complete education., Circumstances,
however, led him into the business world and he established himself at Philadelphia,
where he was unusually successful,

His early religious experi§nces were singularly like those of Joseph Smith
and Edward Partridge, He wrote in his diary- "I always had an inquiry of the
Lord as to how I could worship him acceptably, My father told me to belong to
no religious sect but to keep sacred that all men have the right to worship
God according to the dictates of their conscience," He attended different

places of worship and sustained all sects in the right to worship God in their

own way, but ¥% he did not join any of them,

Edward Hunter tells of the good counsel that his father always gave him
and that he adhered to it all his life, When he was twenty-two years old, his
father passed away. He inherited an excellent farm and through his diligence
and ability, he prosvered. He held the confidence of the people who elected him
to the office of County Commissioner of Delaware County. When he was twenty=-
five years old, he sold his holdings in Delaware County and purchased a five
hundred acre farm in Chester County,

At one time he had a severe sickness (Typhoid Fever), and would have died
if it had not been for the faith that he had in God, When the fever left he was
so weak that he coqld not sit up without fainting, He said, "I was fully in the
knowledge and powef of a superior being but did not know how to approach Him,"
Afterwards I was in a situation that no earthly power could assist me and by

my faith in God I was greatly benefitted and blessed," These events have

11




2,

always been remembered and kept sacred,

Edward Hunter tells of his sister who was a great reader of the scriptures
and she would often say, "How is it we cannot Jjoin any of the professions of
the day?™ I would tell her, "They are all hewing out cisterns that would not
hold water, that the history of sectarianism was one scene of bloodshed and
strife, but we should look on and see if they could make anything else»out
of it," Such was his state of mind on the-subject of religion,

In the spring of 1839 hekeard of the strange sect called "Mormons," It
was at this time that Edward Hunter was asked to give permission for a seminary
to be built upon his land. It was called the West Nantmeal Seminary, He
agreed to give a free lease for 99 years with provision that, "All persons
and persuasi?ns were to be granted the use of the building to worship God,"
When the Mormoﬁs heard of this building, they asked to hold meetings there,
Immediately a tumult was réised. It was declared by some of the leading re-
sidents that it would not do to have the "Mormons" there. "Why?" inquired
Mr, Hunter, "Oh, they are such a terrible people,” was the reply, "Mr.

Davis says they are a very dangerous people and it will no do to let them -
preach here," Mr. Hunter said, "when I gawe the lease for the land and helped
to build that house, it was particularly agreed and stated in the lease that
people of every religion should have that priyilege of meeting there to worship
God. Now those "Mormons" are going to have their rights, or else the lease is
out and I'11l take the Seminary," This determined speech brought the bigots

to their senses and no further objection was raised, The unusuéi circumstances
surrounding the denial caused Edward Hunter to investigate, with the'i%sult that
he joined the church,

His home was always open for the elders even before he joined the church.,

In 1833 when he was forty years of age he was married to Anmn Standley.

It was after the winter of 1839-40 that Joseph Smith came to Chester
County, held.meetings at the Seminary and also came to Hunter's home, In fact,
his home was open to the Mormons to come and go when they pleased,

The following October 8th, 1840 Edward Hunter was baptized by Bro., Orson
Hyde. Bro, Hyrum Smith and Dr. Gallon visited his home, They all attended
conference in tﬁe seminary. Edward gave Bro. Hyrum $400 for the Temple
and the Nauvoo House which was being built,

In September 1841 he visited Nauvoo and purchased a farm near the city,

He returned to Pennsylvania, sold his holdings, and moved to Nauvoo in June

1842, It was said he took $7,000 in money with him which he presented to

the Prophet Joseph Smith for the benefit of the church., From his diary we read,
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and Franklin D, Richards were witnesses.,

The twelve and some other brethren left in the winter of 1845, Edward

said, "I was counciled to remain." He was appointed captain over 100 wagons.

It was called the Edward Hunter Company, He left in the summer of 1846,

He let part of his property go for a "fit out," for on tenth of its worth,

Other property he made over to a Trustee-in-Trust and some was just left without
conveying it to any person, It was said that his home and other property was a loss
of more than $30,00,

He crossed to Iowa with his family, Becoming ill, he remained there for
one month.,After recovering he went on to Winter Quarters, It was here that a
son, Rudolph, was born Oct; 26,1847. This place was called Omaha Nation,

They proceeded on their traveling a trackless path part of the ways They met
with many Indians, Bishop Hunter made friends with them and were given some
buffalo meat, also buffalo robes and moccasins in exchange for food and a few
trinkets, It seemed an endless Jjourney,

They arrived in Salt Lake City, October 1, 1847. Edward Hunter was chosen
to @reside over the west side of the 0ld Fort., He was made Bishop of the 13th
Ward in Salt Lake City, Feb, 22, 1849,

Also in 1849, he was called by the First Presidency to go to the Missouri
River and supervise the emigration of the poor saints to the Salt Lake Valley,

It was said that he gave $5000 to assist the emigrants at this time, During
his absence the death of one of his dearest friends took place, Presiding
Bishop Newell K. Whitney, The business and organization;l ability Q% Edward
Hunter, his sense of justice, and his experience as a Bishop esPeciéiiy,
qualified him to succeed his dear friend Bishop Whitney, He was fifty-eight
years old when he became Presiding'BishOP of the Church, April 7, 1851, It was
Just eleven years after he had joined the Church, During‘his administration
he placed great emphasis upon the payment of tithing and offerings, His
favorite theme was,"Pay your tithes and be blessed.,"” "To Bishop Hunter
belongs the distinction of having served as Presiding Bishop longer than any
other person-a term of over thirty two years."

The following children were born: a son, William Wallace, April 8, 1851,

Next came Oscar Fitzallen, May 8, 1852, and Laura Lovina was born February 8,
1853, Ali were born in Salt Lake City, except Rodolph, whose birth is
mentioned earlier,

April 6, 1853, during a general conference of the Church, Bishop Hunter
and others laid the southwest cornerstone 6f the Salt Lake Temple, and he also

delivered the oration,
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In closing his record the Bishop said, " Ihave acted in the Priesthood
and in the part alloted to me, with love and fear of God before my eyes, to
the best of my ability, and I hope acceptably in the sight'Zf God and those
who preside over me in this latter-day work,”

May 14, 1875, he was named member of the original committee for 0ld Folks
Day., "At the 0ld Folks ° Excursion, June 22nd, 1881, was presented to Bishop
Edward Hunter a splendid gift frame containing the likenesses of Presidents
Joseph Smith, Brigham Young and John Taylor, and Bishop Edward Hunter, also
the poem of Sister E.R, Snow Smith, This was presented by Richard Ballantyne
and donated by the Sunday School children of Ogden City, It being Bishop

Hunter's sighty-eighth birghday, and thirtieth year of his presidency,
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© the Bﬁe%ﬁglE‘%gg%%gggh%%"ﬁﬁ%i*ég%ég%'y' of his Birthday.

Hail, our worthy, aged Bishop, When unhallowed persecution,

On your Anniversary ! Waged against the Saints of God;
You have won unfading laurels You, unflinching and undaunted,
Thro' your staunch integrity, Firmly as a bulwark stood,

Rich in gifts of grace and wisdom=- ‘Men of trust-of faith and courage,
g}tgugg%ggii%%a%%gg% Eﬁg#igdge When the sky was dark and drear,

Were esteemed most choice and precious,

S
From the Eternal Source of Good, By our Noble, martyr'd Seer,

Our first Prophet loved you dearly—-
Well your sterling worth he knew;

He, in holy bonds of friendship,

Still retains his love for you.

Your large heart, with gen'rous impulse,
Unrestrained by selfish greed,

From your ample store, imparted

Freely to the Prophet's need,

You have blessed the lonely widow-
Soothed and cheered the orphan's heart;
You, with kindness, faith and patience,
Have performed a brother's part,

As a fond and loving father,
You alleviate distress-
When officially presiding,
You decide in righteousness.,

You have made a noble record,
Filled with useful service here,
Where the name of Edward Hunter, B
Many "hearts and homes" hold dear,
You have reached a mark of honor, .
Far above all earthly fame- v
You require no sculptured marble,
: To immortalize your name.
He passed away at his home in Salt Lake City on Tuesday, October 16, 1883,
He was ninety years, three ﬁonths, and twenty-three days of age., The immediate
cause of his death was internal inflammation, an ailment from which he had
suffered for years and which he anticipated would finally prove fatal. His
health had been feeble for a long time. though his mind was unimpaired,
and for the last month he had frequently been absent from his office,
Several members of his family were presént at his passing, and it was

thought that his final words were "0 my God,"

Funeral services were held in the Tabernacle, Friday October 19, at
2 P.M, Thousands who had known and loved him in life assembled to pay their

last respects to his memory, Elder Erastus Snow, one of the speakers at his
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- funeral said that, "Few men of his acquaintance had so uniformly maintained
their integrity, discharging their duties with fidelity and faithfulness, with
credit to themsélves and with honor to God as had Bishop Edward Hunter." O.F,
Whitney said of him- "His name is written in the Lamb's Book of Life, never to be
blotted out, and his memory on earth will endure as loﬁg as the great work
with which he is identified, and which he labored so 1ong and faithfully to
establisﬁ."

He was buried in the Salt Lake City Cemetery,

Andrew Jensen, assistant Church Historian, said of Bishop Hunter, "It
would require a volume to tell all that could be told, even briefly, of the
life and character of this good and noble man., He was honest, straightforward
in his dealings and éandid even to bluntness in his speech, His heart over-
flowed with kindness and he enjoyed the love and confidence of all, Childlike
and humble, he was #vertheless shrewd and discerning, He was charitable and

openhanded to all, even to tramps and vagrants,”

Dedication ceremony of the geventies Hall on Dec 26, 1844 in Nauvoo,
President Brigham Young gave the dedicatory prayer which follows in part:
"And while we call on they name we desire union in thy presence, our
Father, to dedicate unto thee this hall, the ground upon which stands,
and all things that appertain uhto it. We ask thee to let thy blessing
resf ﬁpon-they servant, Edward Hunter, our beloved brother, whb has

donated to us the ground upon which this sacred edifice has been

"on

errected, We pray thee to enrich him and his family, not only with
the good things of the world, but with the riches of eternity also," '
Feb 7th.l860 -Social Hall in Salt Lake City Exerpt from Desert News

"Among those present were President Brigham Young, Heber C, Kimball,
D.H, Wells, F.D, Richards, Bishop Edward Hunter, President D,
§pencer and other prominent members of our community,"

First Conference in the Salt Lake Tabernacle Fall of 1867

"On the stand at the opening meeting were President Brigham Young,
Heber C, Kimball and Daniel H. Wells, beside them Elder Brigham Young,
Jn.  On the Bishop's seat, in front of the stand, was Bishop Edward
Hunter, the Presiding Bishop, with his counselors Leonard W, Hardy
and Jesse C, Little," ' :

Copy of letter to Bishop Edward Hunter at Salt Lake City Dated Jan 11,1873
"My health is much improved since I left your city., I am having a
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