. SOME NOTES ON THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN JOHN HUNTER

Note: The following was sent to me by Myra David together @ith
other information which will be published later. --B.P.

The immigrant, Captain John Hunter, was said to have been born
about 1664, in Medomsiey, Durham County, England. This town was
one of four Chaoelries in the ancient parish and union of Lanchester,
the others being Esh, Sately, and Ebchester. They are now entirely
distinct and independent parishes, and comprise fifteen parishes
formed since 1834. Medomsley is in the west division of Chester
ward, and north division of Durham County. It existed as early
as 1185 A.D. .

The Hunter estate, comprising two thousand acres, was granted
to them for special service to the king. The manor house, known
as Medomsley Hall, was still standing in 1902 and in good condition.
It was kept as a country seat.

The chapel at Medomsley, built in 1280, is dedicated to St.
Mary Magdalene. It may be attributed to the owner of the estate
living at the time of Bolden Book, or his immediate successor.

None but Hunters are buried there. It resembles the Chruch at
Lancaster. It seems to have suffered much from inroads of the
Scots. Medomsley is about ten miles by water from Gateshead, and
about twenty five miles west of Newcastle, a sea-port at the mouth
of the Tyne River.

Captain John Hunter's father was a prominent member of the
established Church of England. They lived in a time of bitter
conflict between the members of the Catholic Church which had held
supreme power in Europe for several centuries, and those who
wished to purify the doctrines and practices of the Catholic faith,
who were call Protestants.

Upon the accession of King James II to the throne, he moved to
Rathdrum, Wicklow County, Ireland, to escape observation. John was
then about twenty four years of age. Another account states that
he left Medomsley before 1690 and settled at Middletown, near Lima.
He became an extensive grager.

Mary then became Queen of England, ruling jointly with her
husband, the former William of Orange. Their armies followed the
fugitive, Charles II into Ireland. John Hunter joined the Protest-
ant Army. He served as a Cornet Lieut. to an additional troop
of cavalry in the same regiment. He fought at the battle of the
Boyne Water, in Ireland. The Earl of Marlborough Ted the forces
of William and Mary. With John Hunter in this battle was his life-
long friend, Anthony Wayne. They both became captains of cavalry

and were together throughout the war. Anthony became the grandfather
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of General Anthony Wayne, one of the seven generals of the Revolutionar:

War. Descendents of both of them were destined to serve their country

in a military capacity. John's sons, James and Peter, fought in the

French and Indian War. James was a Captain in Colonel William Moore's

regiment, Chester Co, Penna. Troops, while his grandsons, John and
James, sons of the above James, served in the Revolution. John was
a captain of the 4th Co. sixth battalion, Chester County Associators

and Militia. Sarah, great granddaughter of the emigrant, John Hunter,
married William R. Van Leer. He was a great grandson of the emigrant,

Captain Anthony Wayne. Their grandson, Isaac Wayne Van Leer was
mortally wounded in the Battle of Seven Pines in the Civil War.

A further record of Captain John Hunter's military activities
follows: Feb. 2, 1694, fought at Malplagret in France; 1695, Quarter-
master in the Royal Regiment of Irish Dragoons; Nov. 1, 1702, Comm-
issioned Coronet. This regiment served at Blenheim and throughout
the Earl of Marlborough campaign. (1690 old style calendar). John
was wounded at Blenheim which caused a sTight Tameness the rest of
his 1ife. The great battle of Blenhéim, a town on the River Danube,
was fought Aug 13, 1704, Marlborough cammanding the English Army,
allied with the Germans against the French and Bavarians. It was
a famous victory, but 37,000 Tives were lost.

John and Anthony Wayne were married about the same time, the
latter marrying a native of Holland while Margaret Albin, John's
wife, was said to have been of French descent. John's wedding ring,
bearing this inscription, "Keep this in remembrance of me, 1693" and
a pistol and holster which he used in the Battle of Boyne were
brought to America by him. The two former articles are preserved
among his descendents. :

After the war the two friends were sent to Ireland with the
Earl of Marlborough to sustain the rights of the Protestant Army.
Later, as they would not submit to Catholic rule, they emigrated
to America with their families from Londonderry, Ireland. They
crossed the ocean in the same ship to Philadelphia. Both Anthony
and John settled in Chester Co, Pa. Anthony located in what is
now Paoli and John in Downington, which is about twenty five west
of Philadelphia. John's wife was unwilling to remain there, as at
that time it was so far from settled parts. John placed the land
in charge of his oldest son, John. This property was divided at the
death of the elder John between John Jr and his brother William.
Capt. John Hunter bought a large part of the Daniel William estate,
a thousand acre tract in Newton Square, Chester Co, Pa. This is




about twelve miles west of Philadelphia He took title 17 Mar 1723.
He erected a mansion house considered very pretentious in those
days. He brought with him from the old country materials and
tools for building. He also brought a number of redemptionists
who worked for him as mechanics and servants unti] they had paid
back their passage over the ocean. This house is still standing,
a short distance from Newton Square, and a short distance back
from the Westchester Turnpike. Anthony's mansion is still in a
fair state of preservation. It is owned by William Anthony Wayne,
a member of the fifth generation to bear the Wayne name.

John Hunter and Anthony Wayne were vestrymen of the St. David's
Episcopal Church at Radnor, Delaware Co. Pa in the year 1725.
It is said that they helped to build this church, it is one of the
oldest in Penna. and the east. It has been rebuilt, preserving the
original pleasing lines and style of architecture, and is still
being used. It is constructed of stone, and is beautifully land-
scaped with large trees shrubs, vines, etc. It is a shrine which is
visited each year by many tourists. Within the building the family
pew, which was shared by the Wayne family, may still be seen,
marked with their names.

John Hunter died in April 1734. He was buried in the graveyard
of the church. Close to John's grave is that of his son James and
James' wife, Hannah. The burial plot is near that of the Wayne
family. About two score of John's descendents are buried in this
graveyard. _
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NOTES ABOUT OUR IMMIGRANT ANCESTOR, CAPTAIN JOHN HUNTER

The Immigrant, John Hunter, was born 1666, the son of Peter and Ann, of
East Collingwith, Aughton Parish, Yorkshire, England. His biographical sketch
rom the "two Hundredth Anniversary of the old St. David's Episcopal Church", Radnor,
County of Delaware, Pennsylvania, and a record of being a vestryman at the same time,
1725, as his friend, Anthony Wayne, also. a record of his burial in the church-yard of
the Church appears; (GS 974.814/R1 K2p, PP. 278, 346) JOHN HUNTER, son of Peter and
Ann of Yorkshire, Yeoman- from Wicklow Co., Ireland and to Newtown about 1722 with
Isaac and Anthony Wayne, Landowner, Delaware Co., Newtown. It is also stated in
this book that the foundation of the church was laigd May 9, 1715.

C aptain JOHN HUNTER'S father Was a prominant member of the Established Church
of England. They lived in a time of bitter conflict between members of the Catholic,
which had held supreme power in Europe for several centuries, and those who wished

to purify the doctrines angd practices of the Catholic faith, who were called
Protestants. '

Upon the accession of King James 11 to the throne, he moved to Rathdrum,

Wicklow County, Ireland, to escape observation. John was then about twenty-one years
of age. Mary then became Queen of England, ruling jointly with her husband, the
former William of Orange. Their armies followed the fugitive, James 11, into Ireland.
John Hunter joined the Protestant Army, joining the Seventh Regiment of Horse, in

Jan. 1689 at Newcastle.

The Earl of. Marlborough led the forces of William and Mary. John was married
between Jan. and Aug. 1689, in Derbyshire, as his regiment, known as Coy's Horse,
Were enroute to Liverpool.

They arrived, in Ireland Aug. 1689, shortly after the seige of Derry (Londonderry),
in which a wealth¥ member of the family, Captain Henry Hunter, had fought. They
resided at Londonderry until at least the end of 1690, when the Corporation of Derry's
1690 Commission was prepared, on which John and Margaret's signature are to be found.
Both he and Captain Henry Hunter, and his life-long friend, Captain Anthony Wayne had
fought at the Battle fof the Boyne River, in Meath Co., Ireland, July 1, 1690. John
was Cornet in cavalry of King William's Army. On the return of Coy's Horse to England in
1692, John Hunter remained in Ireland with his family, in the Fifth Royal Regiment of
Irish Dragoonms.

1693: Captain of same horse troop. He left for France that year.

1694: Both Captain John Hunter and Captain Anthony Wayne served at Malphaquet,

2 Feb 1694. John became Quartermaster that year. They also took part in the seige of
Namur, and were two of the British Grenadiers who freed the city of Namur, (which event
is commemorated in a famous song.)

1695: Quartermaster, Also a Quartermaster in Ireland in 1702 First Troop. He
was commissioned Cornet Nov. 1702; Lieutenant 24 Feb. 1708, First Troop, Brigadier
Ross's Regiment of Royal Riish Dragoons. Six Troops of above regiment were employed
beyond seas, and the remaining two troops in.Ireland in 1702. This regiment served
beyond seas, and the remaining two troops in Ireland in 1702.

1704: This regiment served under Marlborough at Blenheim in 1704 and throughout
the remainder of Marlborough's campaign. (The battle of Blenheim was later immortalized
in a poem by Robert Southey). John was wounded at Blenheim in the hip which caused a
slight lameness the rest of his life. The great battle of Blenheim, a town on the

River Danube, was fought against the French and Bavarians. It was a famous victory,
but 37,000 lives were lost.

1706: Served at Ramillies.
1707: Served at Oudenard.
1708: Lieutenant to an additional troop in the same regiment 34 Feb 1708.
1713: John Hunter to be Captain of Foot, 9 June 1713. Marlborough was dismissed
with disgrace that year and the war acros.: the seas, in which John Hunter fought, ended
the treaty of Utrecht. ' :
The first engagement immediately above the battle of Boyne made the strongest
impression on Captian Hunter, for it was the one remembered among his descendants. At
this time he was a standard bearer in the cavalry of the English Dragoons, who fought
against the Irish Dragoons. (Irish Catholic rebels under the command of the fugitive
Ring James 11). 1Its outcome was the final decisive defeat of James 11 and the Catholic
cause in England. .
From the beginning of his reign, James 11 (1685-1688) had been determined to
restore Catholicism to England, Ireland, Wales and Scotland. The English parliament was
determined that all England would remain Protestant. So they plotted to bring William
of Orange, the leader of the Protestant forces in Europe, to come to their rescue.
William was also offered naval and military support in his efforts to prevent the return
of Catholicism to the Low Countries, the Palatinate, and the Germanic peoples. William
of Orange came to England in 1680. James' army revolted and he fled to his Catholic cousin
Louis XIV/in France. The English parliament was now in full control. They refirote the







of the family of Alanshields of Alanshzelds.
A century later, quite a small clan of the Hunters were resident up and down the valley,

but principally at Medomsley. Here in 1675 was born r, Christopher Hunter. Ref. " Memor

ials of old Durham," by Henry R. Leighton, P.249. oOscar F. Hunter, son of the 3rd
Presiding Bishop tells--A deed, of the early part o

family history which may inliven the dryness of leg
owner, by the name of Richard (of Durham Liber Vita

wife Matilda, their sons Robert, Alan and William,
CGassandra) to whom, in ord

Margaret Layton, heiress through her mother,

al and territorial details. A land-
e, p. 101. 'Richard cum loccis, his
and their daughter Beatrix and

er to distinguish him from other people of the name, the additi

of ' cum lockis' was made. We can picture him and perhaps have known persons whom the

cognomen would fit ), lived on the hill on the opposite side of Derwent, within sight of

Whittonstall, at Medomsiey. He had married a widow,
Guenilda, and had a stepson William,

apparently an heiress, callad

William, who had married Ysabella, the granddaughter (neptis) of Bernard de Hareines, had

given her a dower, a third part of Medomsley, which was confirmed by Richard 'with th

locks, and his wife Quenilda. Richard had granted probably before then, with the consent

of his wife and William, her heir, fifteen acres of land in the field of
. hearest to the land of Ebbecesterdene, towards the west

Medomsleta,

» to the almoner of the convent of
Durham. Theigift was confirmed by Guenilda's son, who calls himself idn the deed,

*'Willelmus filius Willemi ventoris' and on the seal 'Willemus de Medemelete'
No.3. The seal is round, 1'3/4 inches in diamenter,

¢ Dur, Treas
with the device of a hunting horn
slung by a Strap and with the legend Sigill Willelmi de Medmeslei.

Medomsley has been for centuries, and still is in posession of two branches of the family

descend from William the Hunter and his mother,
the heiress Guenilda. Ref: "j history of Northumberland,"p. 181,

Thomas Hunter, about the end of the 1l4th century,

of Hunter,yhich can scarcely be a doubt,

married Margaret Layton, heiress through
her mother of the family of Alanshields of Alanshields.

OUR EMIGRANT PROGENITOR, CAPTAIN JOHN HUNTER came to America with his family in ;1722. He
brought with him a number of families of Redemptionists. These Redemptionists were
bound to him until they had earned their freedom by certain years of personal labor in
his service. He also bfought materials and tools for building.
John's daughter Mary had married William Hill and emigrated to America in 1717. He
decided to join this daughter. Anthony Wayne, was a life-long companion of John Hunter.
He and John came over in the same ship. They settled in the 8ame county. The old
Waynesborough Farm, the old Wayne Mansion at Paoli, is now occupied by the fifth
generation to bear the name William Anthony Wayne. Ref: the Philadelphia Inquirer, Jan.193¢
John Hunter, with his family first went to Downington, Chester Co. Pa. about twenty-five
miles west of Philadelphia. At that time, this place was so far from settled parts that
his wife was unwilling to remain there, and the Place was given over to his son John.
The elder John bought a large part of the Daniel Williamson estate, a tract of 1,000
acres in Newtown Square, Chester Co. Pa, about twelve miles from Philadelphia, taking
title Mar. 17.;1723,'whereon he settled and passed the remainder of his life.

- Captain Anthony Wayne was the grandfather of General Anthony Wayne of the Revolutionary
War. He commanded a troop of horse at the Boyne Water., Captain Anthony Wayne and John
Hunter were vestrymen and perholders together in St. David's Episcopal Church at Radnor,

Dealware Co. Pa., in 1725. It was build in 1715. It is one of the oldest in Pa. and the

East. It has been rebuillt preserving the original Pleasing lines, and style of archi-
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tecture. It is still being used. It is constructed of stone, and is beautifully
landscapted with large trees, shrubs, vines, etc. It is a shrine which is visited each
year by many tourists. Within the building, the family pew, which was shared by the
Wayne family may still be seen, marked with their names-John Hunter died in April 1934,
He is buried near a James Hunter, whose wife was Hannah Hunter. His grave is to the
left of John Hunter's gra§e. To the right is one of Anthony Wayne, John and James,

his son, were church wardens, the latter being a warden, 1748-1768-69; and a vestryman
in 1738-81. William Hunter, vestryman 1739

John Hunter, Sr. " 1794-97, Warden 1798-8121
John Hunter, Jr. "o 1838 " 1820-40
John G. " " 1725

Delegate to Diocesan Convention 1821-39
Mary Hunter participated in some activity in 1845 ' -
1" ) "

Ann " 1845 and also in 1857
George " " " " 1785.

The inscription on John Hunter's tombstone reads, "In Memory of John Hunter who
departed this life Apr. 1734, in the 67th year of his age." This monument erected by hi

his son James. About two score of Captain John Hunter's descendants are buried
in this graveyard.
Jan. 1, 1939 was the l94thanniversary of the birth of General Anthony Wayne, one of the

most colorful of Revolutionary war heroes.Known as '"Mad Anthony," because of his
reckless bravery at Stony Point; and other battles. He later proved cautious, »
resourceful and patient, in conquering the Indians of Northwest Territory. Wayne
was born in Easttown, Pa., and educated in Philadelphia. Although his bones were
cremated in his own kettle, the legénd ' persists that every year Wayne rises from his
grave, mounts his steed "Nancy" and dashes up and down the highways of Paoli, Pa.,
brandishing his sword. 1his was the scene of a massacre during the Revolution. So
vividly has this spectral sight of Anthony's ghost played upon the imagination of the
natives, that the police have ofteq been called in.
A famous old drawing depicts Wayne, though wounded in the head, gallantly leading his
troops at the storming of Stony Point, on the Hudson, July 16, 1778. His reckless

daring so inspired his men that they won a glorious victory. This triumph won him a

gold medal and the thanks of Congress.
At Wayne blockhouse, on the shore of Lake Erie, Erie Co. Pa. the general died of the
gout, Dec. 15, 1796. Here also is his original grave, At his-request he was buried
at the foot of the flagstatf of the fortress. His bones were dug up at the request
of his son, Isaac in 1809and boiled in his own kettle. After which they were buried

in old St. David's Churchyard, where a monument is erected. Thousands visit his shrine
yearly. His other earthly remains are interred inhis original gfave. Ref: "The
Philadelphia Inquirer. Jan. 1, 1939,
Descendants of both Captain John Hunte. and Captian Anthony Wayne were destined to serve j
their country in a military capacity. John's sons, James and Peter fought in the

French and Indian War. James was a Captain in Colonel William Moore's regiment, Chester |
Co. Pa., troops, while his grandsons, John and James, sons of the above James served in |
the Revolution. John was a captain of the 4th co., Sixth Battalion, Chester Co. Associat{
Sarah, great granddaughter of the emigrant, John Hunter married William R. Van Leer, he w:
- Was a great grandson of the emigrant Captain anthonv Wayne. Their grandson, Isaac Wayne |

Van Leer was mortally wounded in the Battle of Seven Pines in the Civil War.




COPY OF DIARY OF BISHOP EDWARD HUNTER

(First sheets were lost, =o following was sketch es related by his son, Edwamd
Hunter,)

I, Edward Hunter, was torn June 22, 1793, in Newtown Touwnship,
Delaware County, Pennsylvania, My parents, EHwa?dland Hannah Maris Hunter,
were of English or Scotch descent. (Maris familyfaescended from England)

My great grahdfather, John Hunter, was in King Williamks srmy at
the battle of the Boyne, against King Jemes. He/got wounded in the hip whih
caused a slight lameness, (The Hunter family originally was supposed to
have come from Normandy with William the Conqueror. After the war was
over he was sent with the Earl of Marlborough to Ireland to sustain the
rights of the Protestant religion. During his stay in Ireland, mj Grand-
father, William Hunter, was born.

My grandfather, William was not satisfied with the manner in whidh
the Protestants treated the Catholics. They sold the bed and cow of ﬁhe
Catholics to,assist their church, He left for America. OJrossed the .
ocean with d;neral Inthony Wayne's grandfsther in the year 1722, Bought
land in Chester County, Pennsylvanis, Married a Miss Woodward of Délawsre

County, Pa., a respectsble farmer's daughter. They had five children:

Alice —— - Born November 14, 1743
Fdward (my father)-z Bern September 16,1747
William-& Born February 2, 1760
Albin Born November 13, 1753
Hannah e Born November 9, 1755

Died August 15, 1203
My mother's father's relstives came from North Weles, My 2na
great-grandfather, Robert Owens, was not pleamed with King Charles and
would net take the oath of allegiance. This was after‘the time of
Oliver Crommell, He was put in prieon for g years, in sight of his

possessions,
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My grandfather, Jesse Marig, was merried twice; first to Rebececa
Owens, his second cousin, (my grandmether), then to Jsne Ashbridge, He
wes High Sheriff of Chester County from Oct. 1769 to Oct. 1771.

My grandmother, Rebecca 0. Meris, had three children:

Hennah Maris Born Nov.9, 1755 (my mother)
Owen Morig———mem e _______Born May 6, 1756;married 1807
Elizabeth Hoops Way, widow of Re'lert Way

George Marig——— e ___Born Merch 27, 1761 Unmarried.

My mother was s good women who lived fully up to the light and
knowledge given her. When she died, which was on the 15th of Aug, 1203,
there was a smile on her countenance,

My father and mother hed eight children:

Rebecca—meeeme__ Born May, 1776-Married Peter Pechin
Alice——mmmme Born No, 2,1778--Married Jemes Cornog
Margaret——————————_Born July 14,1781--Died unmarried.
Willdam—e oo Born May 27,1784--Msrried Sarah Davis
Alice——mmmmm Born April 27,1787--(I believe this was 15

; _ the Alice who married James Cornog) ?

- Hannahe—e—e— Born Sept. 8,1870--Died unmarried.
Edqward-----—————__Born Jume 22, 1793 ’
Elizabeth————eeo Born June 8, 1796--Married Job Bishop

(End of Edward E.W. Hunter copy)

Following taken from diary.

I was kept to industry what I was eble tn do, when not in school,
My father intended to make = scholar of me but for some cause I cannot tel]
I got a grest dislike to going to school, I s=aid I would rather work on the
farm. My father said ; must learn s trade. I sgreed and was put to the
trade of tanning and cﬁrring. I made great proficiency in curring, which
encouraged me much and I took the lead of older apprentices and was kept in
the shop at curring the most of my time. My boss s2id in the presence of
some, that Ned, (Edward) had made the greatest proficiency in curring he
ever saw., That created great jealousy with others and I exerted myself more
on account of his saying, At twenty I bossged the shop. The liquor of the
bark closed the pores of my hands and occasioned en ailment in my hande that
I had to quit the trade.

I then went to school to Joseph Crawford, a good young man,
Learned surveying; practiced everything pertaining te the ssme with the
use of the compass and quadrant., Done everything pertsining to the game;
heights, distances, insccessible objects, intersections, variation and

attraction. There being many other surveyors, I left the practice.




3.

Mfterwards visited the western country in 1816, the cold summer
when there was a spot on the sun. Left Pennsylvania snd went to Pittsburg
with a Mr, L, Davie, Bought a boat with two other persons, intended to
go to St, Louis, Went to Louisville., Was advised to g0 cn farther on the
river. There were no steamboats and dangerous c¢rossing by land that early
day. I had a.good recormend and introduction to the best merchants in
St. Louis...Mr. Cromwell and Charless the druggist, but could net go there,
Went south through Kentucky, Tennessee to Huntesville, Mississippi. We were
offered low wages. Returned by South Garolina, North Carolins, Virginia,
Maryland to Philadelphia. There I was offered a store belonging to Mr. D.
Beaumont Junior. Went into partnership with Mr. D, Beaumont Senior one
year. Went into business rather against my father's will, but afterwsrds
he consented. He gave me good counsel. I took it. The times got worse.
It was the effects of the War of 1812-1814.,

One?;ounsel wes: "If you lose money or make it, keep it to
yourself but never fail. That is, not become insolvent." I have kept this
sa~red through life and believe thet in no place I have lived and done
business that I owe and hsve not paid every dime that I was indebted.

Meny good counsel my father gave me. One thing was: "We do not belong to
any religeous sect but keep sacred that all men have s right to worship

God according to the dictates of their conscience.” '"That men chall raise
by their own merit." “That private property shall not be tzken for public
use." Those things I have kept sacred. One thing I could not agree with 1y
father at that time. That was in respect to our government, "Our Republig
his opinion was, "was too good for = wicked world., Thst the liberty snd
blessings would not be appreciated and usurped,"

I was in the mercantile about six years, twelve miles from
Philadelphia. My father gave me one good counsel which had been adheared
to through life, I was very tenacious in sustaining the laws of my
country; was s volunteer in a compeny of czvalry; served seven years
and have a certificate for the sime made free from services in military
duty except insurrection, envasion or actusl war,

Served as County Commissioner three years in Delsware County, Penn.
Received a higher vote than ény other ~fficer on the list of candidates
for different offices at shat election, Afterwsrds followed farming in
Delsware County four to five yesre, then bought a farm in Chester

County, Pennsylvania, Succeeded in business, Made property. Had a farm

of 500 acres of good land, well stocked and paid for. I occupied the whole
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4
of it,

Married Ann Standly, youngest ‘child of Jecob and Martha Standly,

and henest and respectable fomily,

I slways had enquired of the Lord, "How can I worship thee
acceptably?®

I had several spelle of sickness; once the typhoid fever, a severe
attack, Would have left this world if it had not heen for the faith I hag
in God and the works of my sister. Vhen the fever left me, I was so wesk *
that T could not sit up without fainting, Was fully in the knowledge and
pover of a superior being but did not know how to approach him. Afterwards
I wae in a gituation that no earthly power could aseist me and by my faith
in God, I was greatly benefited snd bles scsed. Those events have always been

remembered and kwpt sacred,

I sugceeded in business beyond my expectstions, tttended differ-
ent places owaorehlp, sustained them all in the right of worshiping Ged
according to the dictstes of their conscience--was sacred--hut nould not
conneet with any sect,

There was sn old school house on my land czlled Wallace School
House, built long before I went to Chester County; was burned down by care-
lessness of putting ewey ashes in a barrel, It vag in 2 beeutiful shedy -
place and had long been a place for scheoling end holding meetings in, hut
not reserved,

When I purchased the farm, I wzs called on and given the privilege
to erect a house for education and holding meetings. I egreed to give the
ground for 99 years and }ﬁip build it if they would allow 211 persons or
persuasions to meet and worship in it. . This must he particularly in the - -
erticles of sgreement in leasing the land. There wzs a good house built,
called the West Nantmesl Seminary, Several traveling preachers called of
different denominations, 511 wre velcome to stop at this house, I was
blessed with means and turned none eway empty. I had a decire to do justly
walk humbly snd love mercy but join no particular sect,.

My family was smsll, Had lost children.

Hed good men in my tenant houses that worked for me. One men work

ed 10 cr 12 years for me, others 4 or 5 yearg; watched for my wélfare, |

never 8 thought of exacting enything unjust or oppressive. I got the best

hands and paid them and they esrned their wages,
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My farm was large snd took too much time for me to attend to the .
farming and put my farming out to the sheres to John Johnson, = good farmer
and T occupied the pasture snd hey land. I cultivated the grass land by
top dressing with ménure, lime and plaster... al] that the land woulg bear,
only in hay time.

My farm or place was attended to without very much labor,

My family, not large or expensive, I incressed in property more
then I ever expected. Frem Seven to ten ye-~rs was gpent in common
occurences of life. Markets for produce good and business encouraging,

There was considerable "Lo here" and "lo there" in respect to what
the people called religion, but myself and family could not connect with any
of the parties. My sister living with me, wae a grest reader of the
scriptures end often eaid: "How ie it thet we carmot join any of their
professions." T used to say they were haghing out sisterns that would not
hold any water. The whole of it had been & gcene of bloodshed and murder
but let them go on and see if they could make enything of it, |

" In the epring of 1839 it wase reported that there was o strange set
called the Mormons in the southern part of the county. Heard of West Nan-
tmeal Seminary, s place where all and eny sect could hold meetings, They
sent word they would come there to workhip., Immediately the devil was :
reised and it was said it would not do, it would not do., "Why?" I enquired.
"They are a terrible people™. "Why are they terrible?® "They sre great
fighters." "Dr, Davis says they are a dangerous people and it will not
do to let them in to preach," "Well, if that be the way, the lesse is out,.
I will have the Seminary, That was the way the lesse was given..to let
all persuasions preach in the house."

If a few persons had not stood firm, they would hsve kept them oculy
A few femilies stood by them snd the house was occupied by them., A few
families stood by the Mormons on all occasions., My house was always open
for the elders before I joined them, and =fter the winter of 1839-40,

Joseph Sm;th came from Philadelphia to Shester County, held meetings at

fhe Seminary; came to my house; I wes plezsed to receive him. The first
conversation I had with him was:{ﬁMr. Smith, I know there is a God but how
to approach Him, I do not know:“éf

He looked at me very earnestly, I thot questioned me or doubted
my eincerity. I was not pleased and would have szid something if it had
not keen in my house. ' Other conversations, I asked him if he was acquainted
with the Sweadenburgers. His answer I verily believe., "Emanuel Sweaden-

burg had a view of the world to come but for daily food he perished.”
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Mr. Smithtlked free with me. Held s conference at my house., I tork him
“and Mr. Barnes to Downington. I mentioned to him: [ﬁHow is it that I anp
1?‘ attracted to those backwoods boys., I believe I would risk my life for

them.") I was riding in a one horse sleigh--only for two bersens aend I hasd

to git on their laps How he possiblelturned round to lock me in the face

I do not know but was the most friendly look I ever got frem a mean, {

We went to a Mr, Joshua Hunts, a senstor of Pennsylvania for 9
years, in Downlngton, an old scquaintance of mine. We waited for the cars,
During thst time, they got something for us to est. Wevere trested well,
During the time we were eating, Mr. Hunt observed, "Mr, Smith my opinion
is this Sabbath of rest or mlnunmuuhwill net come without the Lorgd specialy
calling some person to make knownthe plan of salvation relative to the
gecond coming of Chris#" I was sitting by Joseph and observed he was
very much impressed by Mr. Hunt's observation. Mr. Hunt seid; " Mr. Smith

what is your opinion?" Joseph spoke in a very humble menner. "™y mind

was exercised 88 yours and I went in fecrecy end asked the Lord and he said,
"If thou lives to the age of 83 or 85, thou wilt be with me on the earth.®
Mr. Hunt walked with him, arm in arm, to the ears, He and Mr. Basrnes went

to Philsddphia, I returned to my plece 6 T 7 miles from there.

My house wss open for the Mermons to come and g0 when they plessed -

In Octoher following, I was baptized by Brother Orson Hyde. Wsg
visited by Bro. Hyrum Smith and Dr. Gallon in Pennsylvania. Went to
Philadelphia, attended a conference., Gave Grother Hyrum $200.00 for the
Temple end $200.00 for the Nauvoo House, V

ifter that, Brother Hyrum and Dr, Ggqllon vieited my place on
businesgs. Were going further east to New York and Massachusetts, Brother
Hyrum, and Er; Gallon and mySelf were welkifg on the banks of the river
Brandywine, I was speaking to him respecting the lrosing of my children,
especially about s good sensible boy very much attached to the Mormons,
Brother Hyrum said: "It is pretty strong doctrine btut I believe I will tell

it. He will act as an angel to you--not your guardisn angel but an auxils

iary to assist you in extreme trials," This was pleinly manifested to me -

about one year after, which I will mention further on. (Testimony to sgelf

and wife, her depsrted niece.)

I visited Nauvoo in Sept. 1841, Had much conversation with
Joseph end Hyrum., Bot s farm snd four good lote. The lots I gave: Tiio for

$1000 each and for 2--$300.00 for one, amounting to $3600,00, Had a

pleasant visit,
Fail
Sent thnt by Brother Potter, two thousand dollers of dry goods,

R M o ' 3
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Sold two farms., Came to Nauvoo June, 1842, with my family. I took with me

1
(

feven thousand dollars in goods of different kinde, about 4 or 5,000 dollers
worth snd let Jospeh have them all. I had ten or fifteen town lots and buil
on them. Had a good farm ang rejoiced in Mormoniem,

fbout one yesr after then, I, with seversl brothern were taken by an
officer to Carthage, accused of treeson egainst the United States., No persa
appearned sgeinst us, Ve returned home, |

Iﬁeanpioyed many hands to work at different work. Paig out thousands
of dollars in-imprOVements on my ferm, buildings, edge pocl business and on
my ferm. Brother Joseph was hig up 2t my house frem his enemies from Miss-
ouri. Luring thet time, Joseph revesled the lasst part of the baptisement fér
our cdead. I wee present with Williem Clayton.

Brother Joseph send Brother Porter Rockwell to me, requesting me to
¢eme to him. I went. He said to me; "i wigh to do me the plessure of
raying to you that I have inquired of the Lord concerning you snd you
are favorable iﬁ Hie sight.," I said T hoped it ies so." He gajid; "It is
£0," end rejoiced with me,

Joseph wee often st my house. He was tormented with law—suits,
made purchase of lend., I took plessure in eesiting him, One yesr he
geid I had assisted him 15,000 dollers, He s2id to me thet, "You can have -
of me what no;. other men could heve of him," This wes hie words to me.

Enother time he cime to me and said;™Have you enother fsrm in Penn-
€ylvenia?" I gaid; "Yes" "Keep it, do not eell it, We can do without it."
I seid to him that Pennsylvenia was in debt to Greet Britten. He caig it
was en induetrious snd enterprieing stete and would pay the debte and
property would reise in velue. Said to me; "You sre more posted in pol-
itical matters then I em, hut the Spirit seys to me ae I have said, I
was celled to the work of the Lord vhen I was young and had not the advent-
ages of that ss some have, " My wife and myself hed made up our minds to let
Jospeh have all of our mesns until Joseph ceme to me and said; "Keep it,"

Brother Joseph said to me, Wwhen we were together: "I prophesy you
shell bring in all your father's house to this kingdom if you desire it.%
Said;"This is 8aid by the Spirit of the Lord." Said st another time; "I knw
yeur geneaology. You are neer of kin to me. I know what brought you into *
this @hurch. It wes to do good to your fellouman and you ¢an do much googd,"

My attention wee taken up in farming. One yeer I reised or hed

raiced on my farms, about seven thousend bushele of grain. Fast of Neuvoo,

. awmae s
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The two years I wes in Nauvoo with Joseph, it wee one stream of
revelations, Often ssid: " will rest, I will put the duty on the
Twelve "

He was hunted end persued by hie enemies., I Wes one of the City
souncil when the Nauvoo Expositor wss stopped. That stirred up our
Enemies, Mece meetings were got up answering~them. Brother A, Butter-
field got from one of & perty held east of Certhege, = determinetion to
Oppose us end do Jsoeph 811 the injury they could, I seid to him: "Let
Brother Joseph see it " He said, "I promised to return it immedistely,™
I s3id, "Never let it out of your hands until he sees it.™ He showed it to
Erother Joseph. Wheén he seu it, he knew their intentions, Sent Brethren to
different places to lay the desperete epirit, He sent P, Rockwell to me to
c¢21l with mé. Seid to me; "You alwaye wished to heve been with the 8hurch
from the beginning. If you go to Springfield to the Govenor, it shsall be
with you as if you hed been with the Church from the beginning." I got
ready to go. He ®aid to me, "You heve known me for severel years. Say to
the Governor, under oath, everything good end bad you know of me " I went.
Jo. Talls and P, Lewis were sent with me. We were followed riles with offices
to teke us. They could nnt. We had the promice of Brother Joseph, "You
ghall return safe."

We went to Springfield. Governor was gone to Carthsge. We met with '
the governor'e lady. When she looked et the letter che knew re angd said,
"Thie ie Mr. Hunter. I see you at Mr., Smith's trial." I faid, "I re-
collect you with Judge Pope's daughter." She szid thet the Governor would
not act until he saw Mr, Smith,

On our return, when we croseed Thomes River, 211 wss commotion,

Jo. Bille thought it best to ceparate to avoic suepicicn. We met hundreds
rejoicing——-—-drunk, "We have Jo and Hyrum in jail." I met one crowd and
spoke to them why this gre-t rejoicing was. They said,"Jo and Hyrum szfen,
"Whet ere you going to do with themo" "Kill them, I expect." We got along
without being known ss Mormons. Traveled without food for oursleves end ani-
mals,

Arrived in Nayvoo 24th June, about the time Jegeph and Hyrum were
martyred. Next day, their bodies were breught frem Certhege to Nauvoo, We
formed two lines to receive them. I was placed at the extreme right to whead
in efter the corps, to the Mansion, passsing the Temple. Crowds of mourners

were there lementing the great losg of ~ur Prophet and Patrisrsh, almost to

melt the soul of men. Mr. Brewer, myself and n~thers todk Rrother Joseph's

¥ 1 o L I ¥
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bedy. Colenel Rrewer, U,S. Officer, said, "Mr, Hunter, lonk here," Jerking up
the coat and het of Prother Jeseph, mingled with blro@ and dirt, "engance ‘ v’
and decth swait the perpetrators of thie deed.*®

At midnight, Brother D, Huntingten, hie brother Willism, Gilbert
Goldemith and myself carried the body of Jogenh from the Mansion House to the
Neuvoo House and put him and Hyrum in one grave. Their death wzs hard to bear,

Our hope was almost gone, not knowing t-et Joseph had prepsred for the kingdnm

v
to go on.,

On our way home from the Governor, we heard Jeeeph and Hyrum had given
up all the arms. My mind was irmediately reverted to tﬁe egttack Ronaparte
made on the Polenders. They were ermed with sythes on a pole and withstood
his army for a long time. We stopped ot Holton settlement. T irmedistely
inquired thet arme they had. Mr. Holton ssid: "We have four gune in the wool
roles." I spid, "Gather all your sythes and have them put on a pele.” When
we went to ﬁauvoo, I had a tlacksmith shop and 81l night we were at work festen-
ing eythes on poles, prepsring for an attsck, The zouncil of Willerd Richerds
(whe presided) "Leave the evént to the Lord," which we rubmitted to, but great
forrow prevailed with the pecple-many in despair. Brigham Yound sn¢ many of
the Twelve were susy,

Soon after Joseph's death, I was ordained s High>Priest. So~n affer
that was set spart and ordained = Fishop to take chzrpe of the Fifth Ward,

Nauvoo, by Prescident Frighsm Young, H.E. Kimbz1ll end Pichop Newel K Whi tney,

all filled with the spirit of the Lord, President Young spoke. Arong the meny
blessings confirred on re-cne wee much impresced-thet was thst you sghall hsve
pover to raise up the drooping epirit. When thrse words were fpoken, o remsrkeble
gensation from President Young's fingers ceme into my head, sonfirming hie seyirg,

I continued Bighop three vesrs until ve went away. During my labors
in Fifth Ward, brethern were lihersl in their offeringes tec the proer.  Poor were
lorked ‘fter and made c¢omfortable,

The Tenple wag forwerded and men werked with a emall renumerstion snd
others ascisted with & 1liberal hend. Many got their endewments but the warlg
s7id: "Go away you must,"

A cormittee of three was eent frem Quincy, I1lineis. One £2id he knew
me. It was a Mr, Pearcon of Delawsre Countv, Pa,, Iy birthplace, I gee him
in the Temple. I seid, "How ie thie that I eannot shere the laws of my Gountry?

He wze confused., Said: "I know you hetter than you know me. You were a

Jormissioner and your office wee in the ssme house os my father's office. If

thie people wes like you, T enid, "You know nene hut me. There sre betfof
T T Y YT L reewee—
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10.
men then I em.® Said:"Your pecple 2re not populer or lawful end cannot stey

with the -onsent of the people.®
The Twelve and some other brethern left in the vinter of 1945-46. I was

conciled to remein, Left in the spring or Summer ., gLet part of my pfoperty £0
for s fittout for one-tenth of the worth, Other property I ﬁede over to the
Trustee in Truet and some is there without conveying to any person, et s lonsges
of more than thirty thousand dollars€

Moved to Iowa., Wae taken sick. Remsined for one month or eix weeks,
Recovered of sickness and went tr Winter Ouerters, Suffered with sickness‘
end femily, seven st g time. Spent the winter at Winter Quartere gomehoy,

Next erping fitted out for the West eix or elght weeks after the bicneers,
Travelled 2 trscklese course psrt of the way, Met with rany Incisns, Got some
Ruffslo meat, Pought buffale rotes ané moccasone cheap, Sometking new evecry day,
Arrived in Salt Lzke 30th of Sept. 1847, A11 vell but tesms wern dewn, Had

an open wintér. Teams reeruited. Our breedetuff very limited. Used to get
roots from the Indizne ang dig ourselves fego end other roote. Our ground,

when irrigsted or watered produced well, Our brothers from Mermon Rsttalion

ceme to Sr1t Lake without flour but hed gold, Fleur would sell for 50 centc

per pound, f2ll of 49. I wee gent by the Presidency tn tale stout 5,000 dnllars
in gold to bring in the peor brethern.,

The next year wse year of gold diggers and crllara, Hed great
difficulty of getting teams. 411 were kought up by the geld diggers. Cot fitted
ovt this side of Migsouri River 4th of Julv. Wile 0¥en, poer drivers, little
interest in the teams, . 318 n~t oun them, but hed a few geod men that will be
ever remembered. Got to Salt Lake on 10th of Octrber.

My accounts audited snd gale nof cattle, wegone and agsistence of trethern
in irmigreting wee some 700 dollers better than when I stsrted. After the
acerunte vere mede cut and precented, President Young said,"This vay we will
bring in all our Wethern from thie day,"

From this day, March 7, 1871, I have been employed more than twenty-
one years (George Goddsard ang Clerk) in the irmigretion of cur brethern from
U.E, &nd eastern world,

In April, 1851, I ues sppointed Presiding Richep of the Chur-h. Bighep
Newel K, Whitney decezsed. I acted with President Young end H.3, Kimbell es
councilors for sometime—cne fear ancd pore,

Bishop L.W, Hurdy end J.C. Little wes sppeintecd my councilors end

heve acted as such end hove rendered me great eesistonce end very perticuler in

LW EAREII L.
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Bighop Edward Hunter—-

Dedication ceremony of the ~eventies Hall on Dec 26, 184/ in Nauvoo,
President Prighem Young gave the d edicatory prayer which follows in pert:

"And while we call on thy neme we desire uni~n in thy presence,

our Father, to dedicate unto thee this hell, the ground upon which
stande, and 811 things that appertain unto it. We esk thee to

let thy blessing rest upon thy servent, Edwerd Hunter, our beloved
brother, who hes donated to us the ground upon which this secred
edifice hes been errected. Ve pray thee to enrich him and his

ferily, not only with the good things of the worlé, but with
the riches of eternity slgo®

Fet, 7th 1860, Socizl Hall in Salt Lake Jity. Ererpt from Desert News.

"Among thos present were President Prighem Young, Heber C. Kimball,
D.H. Welle, F.D, Richarde, Bishop Edward Hunter, President D,
Spencer and other prominent members of our community™,

Firet Conference in the Salt Lake Tabernscle~——- Fall of 1867. Oct éth.

t "On the stand at the ovening meeting were President Frighsm Yeung,

. Heber C, Kimball &nd Daniel H. Wells, heside them Elder
Brigham Young, Jun.
On the Bishop's seat, in frent of the stand, wes Bishop Edward
Hunter, the Presiding Rishop, with his counselors Leonsrd W, Hardy
and Jesse C., Little",

Copy of letter to Bishop Edward Hunter at Salt Lake City. Dated Jon. 11, 1973
"My heslth is much improved eince I left your city. I am having 2 good

rest, both mentally and physically, in this mild climste. We had s most
beautiful rain a2 few days ago. The weether since has been delightful.

Thermoneter ranging frem 56 to 68 degrees in the ghade ot no~n. The brethren

ere sowing grain, pruning vineyards, werking in their gardens, etc.,
while the birds sre singing ss though it were Meay, The pecple in
St George end other settlements sre healthy. Meetings heve been held
in most of the towns by the bretheen., All of these hsve been well ettended,
and T lesrn that beth epeskers and hearers hsve enjoyed e goccdly portion
of the Spirit of the Lord. The "Jlsra Settlement™, consisting of
twenty femilies, twelve of whom sre Swise and were sent here by the

P.E, Fund ten yesrs ago without e doller, have all gnt houses, lands,
vineyards, horses, wagone, and cattle, and are sending 100 children

to schonl, besides having 2 numher teo smsll to go. The Faet Day
denations they handed in to Pishep Bunker, he sent to the poer

at St. George, they having no poor...."

"God Bless you,"

Cigned---Rrighsm Voung,

o
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Lo rriday,Februnry 19. Captain 4 HuﬁgngE hunare;\? b &ti€é7x

compony) met this moerning. They voted that 44 Tamllies go to

) o
the mourteins; the ﬁhptaina ‘o selsct them. Pres,You 2 Was con-

) - .
s\}derablq be ter to-day The brethren of the Twelve called on

eI N b - h 1Y ~ K
e onng—43ig evenlngs Ero Hathevway come in, to vhonm he eddress

ed hlmself emphictlcally on the necessiiy talnts being4hoqest

ard Upright in all their transacilcns.

56 Hist., 1847; 55

The-fcllgﬁfhg cifficial crder was issued:

- Lizut. Col. Jchn Bcczt;gycuﬁ are herehy commanded Lo immedie

ztely put in.perfect order the canncn, cquirage, cartiages, uadg

apcenduges telenging tharq;ﬁo, thzt ggjﬁnder your cgnrand.pﬁerefaf
\ . ” L N

fail net,and make return of this order with your doingdnere on.
- hd . . : —

Head Quurters, Winter Guirters,

— e

.

February 19, 1847, - Irigham Young,
ot v L. - .
S - Lieut.clen. ¢t the lLegion.~

"P. 8. Tour wre zles otherwise to call cn anv cr all of the cormand

N ~

. . s : . . o’
ing officers to ussist yeuw in the revairs.

E. Y.
7 v
([}7 @n/‘é&/
Winter Quarters, February, 20, 1847,
. . ad
I have nctified Col. Scott;§hwithin'directed,by-leaving
. gt R 2
. 4)
an attestedﬁ%;% ¢f this crier te him in gevsen.
: \

Albhert P. Beekwocod, Ad

- “n-T . 52 ;D
Poanicd> {8 ik (5957 oo 4% MG Bt 2
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@ donday Jmouary 26, Pres, Young met with hig comp)

(oA W AN =0 BEY BL I B Ve

A TN A T

Lelng orgenized Yo move wost. 1V was decided tnat Elden Orsun

pratt so on a rm.e“‘o'l to Fount Plsst and Garden Gxrg

-Ezra T.Benmn go to EAz~x Lo 6rganize the Sain

™~
Fres.Young nominated Isase Morler to be P“E.’t‘ aont of the

-& \.' -..

Comnany, ReynolddCé oon end J oian Young his ccunsallors; thev
‘ . -~ 4

were azccepted by ananimous mote.

3
£

i@ following apnaintrz.enw werg elso mads.

U

" Deniet —Spencer, Jodedlah M Grnt Edwerd Hunter and Willarg

Snow,capte ns of nundre.d{?acon Gates, Erastus Snow, Ira Ela-

"eaui, Janss W '8 W.Cummings, Joseph B. Iuoble,. Bej_L Clapn Ben

Br'own and Charles &1rc}cartd. ns of fifti«as.

Preg.Young informed the pes ple t.hat, in the“ government of thk

/[émz-ch, in_busﬁ. ness transg_g_tlons, every mam. should have a voica

in the matter as if the whole reponsibility were on his shouldery

' It belonged to the peopls to eppoint captains of hundredsand

T4iftles '

f?he/%pt.ains of companies were ivxst""ct.ed }tr\al-:e nenss and

11l up their omnanies: the capt. as of tens ._’goasaeﬂtain what
psroperty thair ten po_ssessad, =0 that the wido¥Wnd vomen whose

wa
’

hﬂ:zdh»inds were in the a'rmy might be taken along, so far as.thez_'e

-"v:as means to/ ake thenm,

After this organizat*on is e“fected ithe Gouneil will maeke a
calculnation vho shall go, then a new organization willde enter
ed into to 4’.md ¥ho can go s Plonesrs, ani who can follovw them.
The houses will be moved into iine B0 a8 to form a stockads to
protect those who remailn at this point for encihszp yea‘)./Thess

¥ e will help to make gardens before we start.

Charles C,Rich was aprointed tokake commanc of the miliiary,

E.;da*'s %‘(i}..ball, Richards and pres Youxg repaired to tha Octagon

o VRPN -.“-m.-‘

where Dr Ricnards d:.ct“ted an Epistle to the Seints at Mount

Plsgah and Gar-aen Gr(_z.o i ile Pres Yogj:xgl wvrote a latter to

Enily Partr idge.
M

Doc Histi. 18463 28
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hier ¥ajzace shot twé antelcpe a4 cne shot, At z P. n. a wuf-

Talc starteq at a full r™un out from g darge herq fceding abhout

¥here Bro+heg___*_ng and I were aheaq of the camp witp the loose
animals. ETother Lee' placed himselsr with his Jauger in g ravine,
and shet him ag he srowed himself on tre brink, He Tan ﬁb or 40.
yards ana fell withinp three yards of the rcaq, He was tolerablé
fat and eacp one cut what he vanted, Rcag “gocd (cn Plat+e)

¥onday, wov, 15 Clear and warp, Starteq at sunrise, g

miles from camp ferdsd the river azgain; pooq ford. Turned cut,at
nocn on a bend of the river Had scarce done so when & nunmsrous
hody of Indians vVere descriedq half a miile ofr ruqhing down the
slope ahead Cf us 1ike ga Yrirlwind, we barely,had tinme .to huddle .
our horaeg and Po*m 2 line to.receive them, They a++cmﬁted'to'

- r™ash u:cn us tp mix among us, to friphten our horses, fp"out~

. flank'us but failing in all these, ~ they pretcndcd_they vere our
'friends Thcuphf ve wnre "Crowg" Vjth vagons?" They proved to

aAnnes.

he fbe They'were,mcstly dressed in rost gergecus attire

ever heheld ‘even at theatres, l’e &ave them some Aried vread ang
tohacco, Trey onened their ranks to the right and left ang we
procecded On our way escorteq by them, °00 in numver and'about
}. ‘800 _more at theipr villapc 3 miles ofT; raﬂAwe came Opvesite their
. village. They then left us, Brcther Taylor and Lorenzq_kn~r and
:'.ng”Bisrop Hunter acoompanied fhem to visit their town, While these

Indians vere dashing at us they cockeq and rcprimed their-guns,

prlaced their lances in rest and wet the ends of thcir'arrows,
ete,, ste, Carmped on Horsesroe Creek:'grass net gocd,

Tuesday; ﬂcv. 13, Werﬁs-guard At 2 a. m, an alarm in earp
oceasicned by the outeries of a small barty of traders frem whom
the "crowq" had stolen 9 horses, Brought up our horses and tied -
. them up, ‘Learned. that +the "Crera"- hag ‘taken 20 horscﬁ_from the
' LI e~ _
mAain ¢ camp,  Got an early start. Found 4 men ¢cmped for the
winter, They were rcld dirvers anﬂ had 3 yoke of cattle, Campeq

on Platte near warm qprinb.

Wednesday, *ov, 14, (¢ilear "t windy, Teck a first rate new
road over the Blufr; ri i¢ Zradunl, Arrived at I,a iramie ahcut 10
O'elock and owtainea Flour and small stores and one span of mulesg

for the mail fcam, Which also left one rule given cut., Brothen
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/'\q #iven to Colonel John Reese for hig indefatiganle services
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as comlssavry, A man came arToss on foot on the ice ‘to~aay a-
hout nocn, but he broke in a numher of tipmas,
hondav, Dec. 10 Intensely coiq, River closed, Cormenceq

crossing tbe wagons at about 1o o'olock In the middle of the

enouzh for a wagen track, fcr ahout ten vyards; whiie on‘eech

ride therefwas simply loose slush ijce, Brother Paeck being the

- First 4o at*emnt to lead a horse over, let hin step a 1littie on
one eide and his horse Tell +hrcu~h but he was scon drarn out
a1l safe, The mest of fhe horses s stepned through the ice more

or less while orossing, suoh was the fllney unstable nature of
the bridge but all got over safe and soung and drove on some 10
or 15 miles towards Kanesvilie, Mr Kinkade, ColoneT Rees e'and-'
| 2 .
"Charles Decker here left us for_§§int_Lauis

«Tuesday, Dec, 11, - Warmer. Brother Grant's hrown hor';e died

last night from over feeding, Arrived this evenzng at Kanes-
~ville at about g o'clock, as alsc Brothers Taylor Hunfer c
—==8 =<y-0or, Hunter, Pack,

..JOSQEh Y. Young, and Toronto, And +hus ended this most hazzard-
\—-———- l

:;ous qurney.. The hand of the Lord vas overius to.protect us on }n:

his ancient peonle Israel . Snovr fell buf twire upon us on the

.:whole Toute, Onoe on the Sweet Water, but it was all.gonelby

10 o'clock a, m., having begun ahout 3 a, n,; and the cther on

the day of our arrival at the Misscuri River, which but for

.Brofher Woolley's indisnosition We would have escaped, This last
;"s+orm oommenoed at 10 4. m, on the last day,-and was most wel-

- ; oome, as the sneedieef and surest way to close the river with }
‘niive for us to cross, which in fact it did. We crossed on sta-
;’tioﬁar? slush ice through vhich the horses sfepned every now and

again, but received no 1njury. ¥e had mnut one half a day rain

and Generally clear, cool weather alimost tle whole way, and the
wind was upon our hacks every day bt one(the last ) which »low-
ing hard (often) egainst'the wagon cover, helped the horses

mch, Ve travelled many hundred miles where the snow had fallen
from 8 tc. 14 inches deev on a level but it waq plled uy on both
sides of the road, leaving the roaq naked and clear for usy

otherwise cur horseq mist have perished, ang thouzh 35 yersons,

not one disaprecanle vord was spoken, intentionally, by any one,
o ’
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James, d. 7, 13,
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AJohn, d. 9, 3, 18
ot—" John, d. 4, 1734,
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The Story
of
ST. DAVID’S RADNOR

Devon, Pa.

Towards the close of the 17th Century, a
hardy group of Welsh colonists settled in an
area which became known as the Welsh Barony,
the lower or southeastern end of which was Rad-
nor. To the northwest extended the Great Valley
of the Schuylkill, Tredyffrin, its fertile land and
gently rolling hills proving ideal for the primitive
farming of the time. As the settlers were widely
scattered and such roads as there were, were all but
impassable in bad weather, eatly religious services
were held in farmhouses under the leadership of
lay readers.

Until 1691 the majotity of Welshmen in
America were Quakers, the remainder being
Church of England communicants. In that year,
however, the Keithian schism caused a great num-
ber of conversions to be made by the early Church
of England missionaries. The Reverend Evan
Evans, an evangelistic, hard-working Welshman,
was sent in 1700 by the newly formed “Society for
Propagating the Gospell in Foreign Parts” to




nX
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(dau. Andrew and Chriyg,
Jan Leer), d. 6, 39, i;

u, James and Catherine, 4.
;mu and Catherine, d, 2,

|, 1843; d. 2,8, 1909,
0,20, 1821; d.12,17,1%1

son James and Catherine,
dyr.

b (néc Pugh), d.3,25,18
William and Sarah, d. 1,
112,16, 1716; 56 yrs. (OR

348; 82 yrs.

}; 16thyr.

dau. John and Rebecca Le
11, 13, 1813; 67th yr.
nd Ann, b. 5, 26, 1785; d

14, 1822; 43dyr.
782; 71st yr.
12, 1811; 67th yr.
807; 34th yr.

der), d. 1, 1, 1847; 64 ym.

1; T3dyr.

67th yr.

0, 1812; 26th y=
1, 1803: 84th yr.

Christ Church, Philadelphia, as a circuit mis-
sionary. He journeyed through the surrounding
countryside, preaching the Gospel in Welsh one
weekday every fortnight in the house of one Wil-
liam Davis at Radnor. But with the return of
Parson Evans to England in 1704, the Welsh
colonists were again obliged to depend largely
upon lay readers. A 100-signature petition for
Welsh prayer books and a Bible, but more par-
ticularly for a Welsh-speaking missionary, was
then despatched to the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel in London, stating that as
there were some 50 families in the Radnor area who
were without benefit of a settled minister, the
need was great. After ten years of petition, and
aided by the good offices of Parson Evans, the
Society appointed the Rev. John Clubb, who had
for some years mmlstcrcd to the Radnor group as
another circuit mi Mi

at both Radnor and Oxford 28 miles apart.

On Sepgember 7, 1714 the people of Radnor
met with their new leaders and, in return for this
Jlong-awaited recognition, “heartily engaged them-
selves to build a handsome stone church” to be
named after the Patron Saint of Wales.

The comerstone was laid on May 9, 1715.
Limestone was quartied and hauled from the
Great Valley for burning into lime, timbers were
felled and squared, shingles split and shaved.
Gradually the ‘building took shape. Much of the
physical work was performed by the parishioners.
The dimensions of the new church were 40’ x 27,
and according to custom, it was laid out east and

west, with the main door at the south. Two Gothic N

windows were on both the north and south sides,
one large window was placed to the east and a
second door seems to have pierced the west wall.
The sharply pitched roof was intended to shed
snowfall.

The first winter proved too much for Parson
Clubb, who was obliged to commute by horseback
under the most adverse conditions in dutiful serv-
ice to his two far flung parishes. The effort over-
taxed his strength and he died in Christmas, 1715,
before the completion of St. David’s. That the
“Dismall wayes and weather” between these two
parishes during winter were all but insurmountable
was confirmed by the experiences of succeeding
missionaties, one of whom complained bitterly that
he often found it necessary “to be contented with
the shade of a Large tree for a Lodging.” At long
last permission was given in 1732 to change the

THe St. Davin’s Cross

Radnor mission to include St. Jamess Petkiomen,
buile in 1721, and later St. Peter’s in the Great
Valley (1744), an amalgamation which existed
until after the Revolution.

For many years the interior remained unfin-
ished, the hand-hewn rafters fully exposed, and
no pews or seats graced the dire floor. Although
flooring was laid in 1765, the ancient Anglican in-
stitution of “pew ground” connnucd to be ob-
served wh for a consid n paid to the
Church, title vcsted in the purchaset, as long as
he remained a communicant, to a plot of ground
within the building on which he could erect such
a pew as he desired. In fact, parish records show
that in some cases parishioners were actually in-
terred in the ground directly beneath their pews.
Rough benches were also provided by the Vestry
on an annual rental basis, The custom of pew
rent continued until 1911, when all became free.

From 1737 until the outbreak of the Revolu-
tionary War, the mission was held by the Rev.
Wiilliam Currie, a most active and colorful Scot-
tish Tory who was a Presbyterian convert. This
wiry gentleman was not only a complete stranger
to the Welsh tongue but had no inclination to
learn it. Fortynately, his Welsh congregation had
by this time become largely English speaking.
The lusty Welsh hymns were accompanied on a
bass viol, which must have eased the eatly ten-
sion to some degree.

Originally, the chancel and pulpit were placed
at the north side, near the present Vestry Room
door, a large ding board suspended overhead.
The wall hook for this purpose is still visible and
the indentation for the h [ base of the high
Colonial pulpit may be seen on one of the pew
seats beneath its cushion. In 1771 a large lise of
subscribers provided funds for the erection of a
gallery which extended along three sides of the

interior and to which access was had via the unique
outside staircase. The sections other than that now

g were quently r d in 1830 when
substantial alterations were made, a new Vestry
Room added, and the entire interior turned around
to place the altar where it now stands. At that

“time the 23 existing pews were substituted for 17

original high-backed pews.

With the coming of the Revolution, a rapidly
swelling wave of resentment against the Church
of England appeared among the patriots of the
congregation, who openly resented Currie’s litanies
for King George III and the royal family. A leader
of this opposition was Anthony Wayne, then head
of the Chester County Committee of Safety and
later appointed Colonel of the Fourth Pennsyl-
vania Regi at the outbreak of hostilities. By
his ordination vows, Parson Currie was pledged
to such prayers, regardless of his own political
views, and when three of his six sons enlisted in
the American army, his position became bl
and he resigned by an affectionate letter penned
in the spring of 1776. Ironically, the next year
British foragers all but cleared him out of his
livestock, linen, silver and food. His public min-
istry concluded, he continued to pe:form private
baptismal, marriage and funeral services until
1785. He died in 1803 at the great age of 93, and
his grave lies directly outside the chancel

Rev. Currie’s resignation had the effect of
paralyzing the church organization, for St. David’s
was without a minister throughout the war. The
church building provided shelter for squads of
soldiers of both sides and it is said that lead in
the Gothic windows was melted down for bullets.
The graves of a number of unknown soldiers
killed in the Battle of Brandywine supposedly
are contained in a small hollow west of the gal-
lery steps. Probably the best known grave in the
ancient churchyard is that of Anthony Wayne,
later appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Amer-
ican forces, who died in 1796 at Erie.

In 1788 Rev. Slator Clay assumed the triple
pastorate of St. David’s, St. James’ and St. Peter’s
and became the first rector of St. David’s under
the American succession of the Protestant Epis-
copal Church of the United States. He brought
about the incorporation and charter of the church
in August 1792. Parson Clay was scrongly evan-
gelistic and devoted most of his time to missionary
activities outside the parish, so that his services at
Radnor were most infrequent. Deprived of active
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leadership, the congregation drifted away to the
extent that there remained but one communicant
in 1819, according to the parish record! His suc-
cessor, the Rev. Samuel C. Brinckle, breathed new
life into the church. In 1820 he organized the first
Sunday School and arranged the first confirmation
services at Radnor, conducted by Bishop White.

After the opening of the railroad through
Radnor and Paoli in 1832, the wilderness char-
acteristics of the area rapidly disappeared and the
population steadily increased. Through all later
vicissitudes and wars the church has not only stood
fast but has increased the force of its work for
Christ. The building itself had begun to assume
its present Colonial appearance by the renovations
of 1830. Further repairs of the buildings were made
in the 1850’s, 1870’s and 1890’s, the last including
the excavation of a cellar, the substitution of a
furnace for the large stove which then stood in
the center of the nave, and addition of the present
wainscoting behind the altar. In 1895 the church
proper received its only interior decoration when a
parishioner obtained the gift of a piece of original
Caerbwdy stone-work from the 15¢h Century St.
David’s Cathedral in Wales. Welsh artisans repro-
duced upon it a copy of the ancient cross behind
the cathedral altar, and this splendid relic has been
placed in the wall above the main door. The
churchyard walls had first been enlarged under
Mr. Clay and have since been extended on nu-
merous occasions.

Inspired by a wave of expansionist enthusiasm,
the congregation actually voted to demolish the
ancient church in 1835, but happily this disastrous
movement was forestalled by a small group of
adamant communicants. A similar effort in 1860
reached the same end. No visitor to St. David’s
can fail to sense its tranquil spirit of peace and rest
which inspired Longfellow in 1876 to write of it:

“Here would I stay, and let the world,

With its distant thunder, roar and‘roll;

Storms do not rend the sail that is furled,
Nor, like a dead leaf tossed and whirled

In an eddy of wind, is the anchored soul”
Yet, as one of the truly missionary churches

- surviving from Colonial times, St. David’s has in

its turn shared heavily in the organization of other
parishes, and its activities today are greater than
ever before. Its long and steady spiritual growth
has prepared it to assume ever-increasing responsi-
bilities in the activities of the church in the world
of today.
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Towards t

¢ . dy grou
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" Peter, d. 11, 6, 1779; 28thyr. /757 < ¢ lower ra
Thomas Levis, d. 11, 28, 1811; 20th yr. = Wn.r,_,o e
: William Clifford, Jr., d. 12, 11, 1912; 3 yrs. H_a mm_.&
Hutchinson. . . .Mary, wife James, d. 1, 3, 1857; 37th yr. tly tolling

i f tl
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Mary S., b. 11, 19, 1843; d.2, 8, 1909, | Perthenih, d. 10, 21, 1727; 9 mos. i
M. Elizabeth, b. 10, 20, 1821; d. 12, 17 . . i ol in
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ichard Thomas, son James and Catherine, g, Ivester........ .Benjamin W., son John B. and Harriet Ju b. 1. readers. |
6. 28, 1875; 23d yr. _ 27, 1850; d. 1,4, 1853 Until 16
Sarah, wife Jacob (née Pugh), d. 3, 25, 1852 Elizabeth W., dau. John B. and Harriet Ju b.7, . .ica  wed
Eﬁ.ru 57 yrs. o . 25, 1839; d. 2, 26, 1876. , utch of B
ughs........ .mwﬂww%#:_? dau. William and Sarah, d. 1, 29, George, son John B: and Harriet J., b. 9,26, . .. .
i 1yr. _ 1836; d. 1, 1, 1853. onvert
Hughes........Edward, (Interred) 12, 16, 1716; 56 yrs. (Oldest Harriet J., wife John B. (dau. Samuel and Wm nn_5<Mn.
gravestone.) ; : : . nean

Sarah Waters, née Wetherby), b. 7, 26, 1811;
d. 3, 17, 1883. & 4831 1891
ohn B., b. 11, 28, 1798; d. 8, 31, . . .
: “%.. b. 11, 2, 1846; d. 3, 25, 1905. pagating |
Robert H., son John and Annie H,b. 8 1,
1886; d. 9, 10, 1887.
Sarah A., b. 3, 3, 1832; d. 1, 15, 1890.

Jackson........Andrew Earl Dana, b. 8, 21, 1822; d. 5, 27, :
1854. .
Caroline A., b. 4, 6, 1820; .d. 12, 6, 1858.
Charles C., d. 4, 20, 1827; 49 yrs.
Martha Ann, b. 10, 8, 1817; d. 5, 16, 1896.
James.........Ann, wife Griffith, d. 10, 27, 1773, 77th yr.
Griffith, d. 10, 3, 1765; 67 yrs.
James, d. 12, 5, 1756; 24 yrs.
Joseph, d. 4, 24, 1764; 21 years.

1ns, an ey
3 sent in 1]

Mary, d. 2, 25, 1848; 82 yrs.
Hunter......."Ann, d. 8, 2, 1774; 16th yr.
~-Ann, wife John (dau. John and Rebecca Levis,
née Davis), d. 11, 13, 1813; 67th yr.
Ann, dau. John and Ann, b. 5, 26, 1785; d.9,
6, 1865. . :
Elizabeth, d. 12, 14, 1822; 43d yr.
“fJames, d. 2, 17, 1782; 71st yr.
James, Sr., d. 8, 22, 1811; 67th yr.
James, d. 7,13, 1807; 34th yr.
John (church warden), d. 1, 1, 1847; 64 yrs.
A9ohn, d. 9, 3, 1821; 73d yr.
of—" John, d. 4, 1734; 67th.yr.
2 AE&S&_. d. 11, 10, 1812; 26th yr.
vxHannah, d. 11, 21, 1803; 84th yr.




