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~MEDOMSLEY. 287

(i 'St’.g ?";:‘05 sf’ég,;f,;,z\! 44 .,l,., .CURATES. .. v

Méd'oms‘ley,"Peipétl{al'Curéf:l:;,'i‘nnthé Deanery of Chester, not in charge, pays no first

fruits nor procuration. — Patron, the Colle%\t/a1 of Ilanchester olim, now the Bishop of
Durham. — Dedication of the Church to St. Mary Magdalen.

Robert Wright, occurs 1501. George Wrightson, nccurs 16 ..

John Crosby, 1561, ’ Andrew Leach, A. M. lic. 19 Dec, 1635.
William Strudish, 3§ May, 1564. Christopher Collison, clerk.

Sir George Thompson, 14 Aug. 1566. Jonathan Jefferson, cl. 26 July, 1736, p. m. Col-
John Graunger, 22 July, 1578. lison. ;

Myles Watmough, 7 Feb. 1582. William Ellison, A. M. 1784, p. m. Jefferson.

The Parochial Register begins in 1607, A Régister Booke,” &c. for which the
churchwardens Anthony Hunter, George Curry, Thomas Merley, and Robert Richard-
son dishursed ¢ for the parchment, sixtene grotes; and for the covering and byndyng,
two shillings and sixpence. Paid unto the hands of John Hall, of Consett, Gentleman.’

1622. John Stephenson, innosant, buried the 20 December. William Elrington, Geut. who
lived at Espershealles, in y¢ parish of Bywell, died at Ebchester, and was buried at Shotley Bridge,
March 5, 1700-1. o :

- Crristopner Hunrer, M.B.—Christopher Hunter was the only son of Thomas Hunter,
of Medomsley, Gent. by his second wife Margaret Readshaw°.” He was born . . July,
1675, and was %ent at an early age to the Free Grammar School of Kepyer, in Hough-
ton-le-Spring ' At the age of eighteen he was removed to the University of (3ambridgge,
and was admitted Pensioner of ‘St. John’s College in 1692, under the tuition of Mr.
- Thomas Brown 9, and of the eminent scholar and antiquary Thomas Baker ¥, whose sister
Margaret was the wife of J er, Christopher’s elder brother. Distinguished by
regu%drity of conduct and a severe attention to his academical studies, young Hunter soon
became a favourite pupil of Mr. Baker; and it may seem probable that from this connec-
tion with the venercble antiquary of St.John’s, he either imbibed or confirmed that ge-
nuine taste for antiquarian pursuits, which, if it did not open the path to worldly profit or
distinction, afforded at least a rational and innocent source of amusement during the lite-
rary leisure of a long and tranquil life. Mr. Hunter took his degree.of B. M. in 1698,
He soon after retired to his native country, and fixed himselt in medical practice * at
- Stockton on Tees, In 1702 he was married at Durham Abbey, to Elizabsth, one of the
two daughters and coheirs of Johin Elrington, Esq. of Espersheales,  With this lady Dr.
Hunter received a considerable landed estate, and he ha({’ also a very handsome provision

eottled or him he hie father. To these resources were added the emoluments of a-

respectable practice; yst, with the very common fate of literary men, L. clauter seeiaed
destined never to-be rich, Like poor Anthony & Wood, * heraldry, [musick, znd paint-
ing] did so much erowd upon him, that he could not avoid them; and could never give a
reason why he should delight in those studies morg than in others, so prevalent was na-
ture, mixed with a generosity of mind and a hatred to all that was servile, esteaking, or
advantageous for luere sake”.* A few years after his marriage, Dr. Huuter removed
from Stockton to Durham, a place much more congenial prg!iﬁgly to"lis hirhits, both as
to society and ag trthe-fisilities whieh he found in Tudulging his antiquarian taste. Here
he revelled in abbey-legers, reglsters, and ehartularies, The ibrary of the Dean and Chap-
ter, stored with sound history and topography, and with expensive books of reference, stood
open to him ® ~ He corresponded with Gordon, Lister, and Horsley * ; and he discovered

o Christopher Hunter wa left an orphan at an early age, for bis mother was buried in Eshe G4, | Marehi, 1675-G,

and his father ¢lied in 1688, See the Pedigree. el . ,
, P In 1724 Dr. Hunter jilizéd an inscription over thé pirelizH86F of leepyer Sehool, commemarating its founders, Heath
/| oand Gilpin, See Vol L p, 112, ‘ o .
9 Author of ** The Detection of the fulsehood of the Nag's-head Consecration.”
( r OFf whoia see a Memo!runder Croox Havt, Parish of Lanchester, L
¢ Dr. Hunter had a licence dated 7 Oct. 1701, from Dr. John Brookbank, Sp. Chancellor of Durham (and Senier Feollow
\ of Trinity Hall), to practice physic throughout the whole Diocese of Durbaimn, e .

t It may be QLSG gaally pooved that, like Anthony, ** be took great delight in &r'g{xding the Disnlas of ‘H‘z!‘ﬁ&!; iy, written
by John Guillin, and 14 silier BGBKS of lbatif&cg} ; (r‘irrﬂiﬁg‘ Ll %éﬁiﬁ iﬁ?ﬁ ‘ ‘ggf' dRin rerag, e gad ehdeavoured to draw
out and trick armes with bu fkn" (Life of A: X gé}' E 7) ! ‘SF I iay an illuminated and Lejiated Guillim (which bad
belonged to the Durham Anliguaiy; Mickleton), and since {/HsSEf g 3 &5 Dr. Hunter and Thomas Gyll, Esq.
receiving large additions from each syceesstve vrp?rieg?r,‘,sq‘ pat jt nd!¥ Hstiibles the pied douilet of Sir Davy Lindsay,
« proudly shewlng~~£inlzg Argent; JF shd 44 g gi&fﬁ%? Y see Nxch'ols\'? .Lgt?‘:‘a_r,y’;'\‘n'ecdo'tcsg val 1X. p. 691. Tho-
mas Gyll, Esq. ns appears by the Pediziog; was néphety [0 DF, Hilbter; 338 of NS slhif-sidter Alice, o Char

" u The story of Dr. Huzter's being excluded the Library for throwing anink b ! arta,

is, I sincerely hope, for the honour of all parties concerned, apocryphal. ™ i et

| . x Pattof Dr. Hunter's correspondence: with Horsley and with Gordon, will appear under LancHESTER. "]}lj}lrf_e»_ et ;:rs

\"from D Lister to our Antiquary are published in Nichols's Literary Anecdotes, sce vol. X, p. GﬁQj‘;‘,.,,I‘\z“’“ ,-utlig; a :‘0

‘. rendered coneiditahle assisty 3e to Mr. Wilkins in compiling his Concilia ; and he contributed reif volliavle materizis lo
" Bourne's © History of NewesHe:»

)
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