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as our wagons came in sight of Rlr. Bates' home, the flames 
u-ere seen just bursting fro111 it. .I fire had been left to  bake 
the Thanksgiving dinner, while the farnil). \\.ere faithful to  the  
public duties of the  day.  A41as, it burned dou-n the house 
leaving little but  some nicely baked potatoes in their large 
bin. A feu- silver dollars laid aside for the seminary were 
drawn out of the ashes, considerably marred. These two sisters 
went t o  work and patiently earned the remainder of the two 
hundred dollars, which had been subscribed. not permitting the 
proposed school to suffer from their loss. Those scorched coins 
were laid up in the archives of the seminary. 

Going a quarter of a mile west from here, we then came 
to the house of Deacon John ,4\.er>., about as  early a settler, 
from Dedharn, hlass. H e  spent a long, useful life there, dying 
September 1, 1847. 1-ook now a t  the prccious influences for 

-good which went ou t  afar from his farnil?,. His eldest son, 
named John, in  youth fell from a tree, and drove a sharp s tub  
far up into his foot. This very painful \\-ound proved a rich 
blessing. I t  laid him by for a long time, in which his attention 
was drawn t o  reading. A thirst for education was aroused. 
He graduated a t  Yale, and a t  length became an honor t o  the  
Episcopal church, laboring successfully in S o r t h  Carolina and 
then in Alabama. H e  never attained the dignity of bishop, as  
some of his northern friends supposed, but he becarne a fine 
linguist, mastering several languages and accun~ulating a valu- 
able library of about  five thousand \.olun~es, some of them rare 
treasures. In the midst of great usefulness he \\-as suddenly 
snatched away, leaving a \vidoxv with one son and t\\-o daughters. 
I t  was with very limited means that  the chiltlren struggled up  

to a good education and positions of great usefulness. IVilliam 
became a physician, E'anny married the Episcopal rector in 
Greensboro, Ala., and Xlary has lived in her family and taught 

a select school in the place, to the present time. Greensboro 
\ \as  the home of the Hobsorls. There was trained by a noble 
Christian mother, Richmond Hobson, ~ v h o  periled his life to  bottle 

up Cervera's fleet, in Santiago harbor. The Hobson children 
have been in Mary's private school and Sabbath School class, and 

under the preaching of Fanny's husband. Richmond's younger 
brother u-as asked, if i t  was not about time for him t o  leave 

USEFUL XIEN A N D  N'OMEN. 215 

Rlarq Avery's Sabbath School class, bu t  replied, "I \\ant only one 
teacher." All through his youth Richmond Hobson manifested 
the same qualities of daring courage and generosity ahich he 

i displayed a t  Santiago Soon after tha t  exploit the Olitlook had 
I a sketch of him in u h i ~ h  it  justly remarked that  if there u e r e  

rnore ministers like Rector Cobbs there n-ould be more heroes 
like Richmond Hobson At a dinner gixren in honor of Hobson, 
Rlary .\\ery, who happened to be in S e w  York a t  the time, was 
gixen the first seat a t  the hero's side. I then conclude tha t  
our country is much indebted to influences \ ~ h i c h  had their 
source in the firstborn son of this early settler on Cricket Hill. 

A daughter, named Kebecca Abery, married a farmer of 
I 

Charlemont, Mass , nhose name \\as Silas Hawks. Of several 
1 
I chilciren only one 11ted to maturity. 
I After the earl) death of the father, this \Tilliam Hawks and 
1 his mother removed to \Villianisburg, Rlass He became deacon 

1 of the Congregational church there and prominent in all i ts 
1 Christian work. Being of rather slender constitution, he was 

unable to  do much physical labor, but  \\as a great reader and 
no mean thinker. Book after book was added t o  his private 
library. \q7ith painstaking care he fostered the little library in 
the village, thus helping much to turn public attention t o  the 
great advantages of a larger one. One of its citizens a t  length 
g a \ e  a munificent sum for the  purpose A handsome library 

building has been erected, u i t h  cases \tell filled. Aq son of Dea- 

con LTilliam Hawks \\as selected to  gi\ e the address a t  the dedica- 
tion of this valuable library. Our neighboring to\\ n \till r ead~ly  
admit that through Ileacon John A\ ery's daughter, Rebecca, 
a refreshing stream of blessings has flowed to her also. 

A boy, narned \\ illiam Fisher, \\-as taken into John h t e r l ' s  
home, and helped in education, until he became a Congrega- 
tional minister. I conclude he was a man of influence, or m y  
parents x\ould not ha\ e named me \Yilliam Fisher, in his honor. 

Recently I xisited the spot nhere  stood my grandfather's 
home. Only an old shed \ \as  standing, a t  a little distance from 
the cellar hole, and the flourishing lilac hushes back of i t ;  I 
discovered the old well and carefully pushing aside the half 
decayed boards upon i t ,  dropped in a stone. T h e  sound shoned 

that  it  plunged into deep water. I said to myself, as this well, 
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dug a century and a quarter ago, yields refreshirlg supl,lics still, 
so healing streams are  yet flo\ving afar, from this early home, 
to l~less nlany comn~unities. T\vu other children of r~eacori 
John A\.ery I wish to  mention, in connection n-ith their oxvn 
homes. I\-ho \ \ i l l  grratly inrreasc the fulfillment to  this good 
man of the promise, "His seed shall I,e l>les~ed." 

But now look a quarter of a mile north. to n-here Samuel 
Crittenden plantctl hitiiself as  earl>- as l i 7 2 .  I n  my l)o>.liood 
his son hletiad was filling his place, a n  old nian with silvery 
locks hut still erect, though \.er\- deaf. He used to stand close 
a t  Dr. IIarris' side in the pulpit, and ,  with uptul-net1 ear, t ry  
to  catch as  much as  possil~le of the sermon. I t  \\-as a 1,e;iutiful 
sight, for everybody lo\-cd ant1 revered him, as like one of the  
ancient patriarchs, loaned to us for a time. 111 the niidst of 
our Centennial addresses, his I\-ife, Afar!. B. Crittenden. \\-as 
presented to the grcat audiqncc, as lacking onl!. sist1.-six (lays 
of being one hur~dred years old. She still li\.eti almost t\\-o 
years. 

'Turning from this point a mile south\\-ard, u-e come to the  
place of another early settler, Elijah Nash. I thought m y  
fathcr far enough frolii church, the roads being so steep and 
stony. But  this neighbor, nest south, had to go almost half a 
mile further ant1 up  a steep hill. \Vhen the !.oung \rife \\.as 
brought to  this out-of-the-\yay place, to I)e cleared I,!- 11;lnd toil, 
i t  may h a w  seemed like thro\\-ing her life a\\-ay. Ho\v little 
societl- could she expect outi.itle her o\\-n farnil).! Per-hapi tha t  
concentrated the cnergies of those parents more upon the training 
of their ox\-n little ones. T h e  rock!, pastures, nnrron- rno\vings, 
anil the distance from the \-illage may h a w  made those chiltfren, 
as the!- gren- to~vard niaturit)., aspire to  I\-ider spheres of acti\-it!-. 
Those parents could not h a w  foreseen the greatness of the  
harvest for which they were solving. I find Re\-. John .\. S a s h  
one on the list of Congr'egational ministers \ ~ . h o  originated in 
C o n u a ~ . .  I think I am safe in saying that  lie came from this 
home. He \\.as born in 1789, graduatetl a t  .-\rnlierst college i11 

1824. I)eing thirt>.-fi\.e, married I I a r y ,  the eldest daughter of 
Scotto Clark, over on Fielti's Hill, and lived till 1 8 i i ,  or eighty- 
eight )-ears. \\.hat may not such a life hal-e accomplisheti! His 
son Henry graduated a t  the same college in 1851 and for t\venty 

!I 
!.ears taught a boys' school on LIount Plcs;lsant, a little north 

1 of his alma mater. 
t .rhc daughter 3linerl.a of this early settler married Rev. 

Henry Eastman. They \I-ent as  home missir)naries t o  nlichigan. 
One p;i<torate \vas at  Soliiersct. \Then nt length her husband 
died. l l r s .  Eastman rcnlo\.ed to .111n rirl,or ant1 educated her 
t\\-o sons amid its fine literarl- pri\-ilcgcs. .\ftcr\\-ards one 
studie~l a t  \\.est I'oint and becmiie a n  officer in the arrny, the 
other becanie a physician. Rlrs. Eastman's last ).ears, spent 
ir i  her ]lati\-e town, \\-ere a l~enediction to all about her. Her  
sister, Fidelia, married l l r .  John Fielti arid \\-as the mother 

! of Rlnrshall Field. 

I S o r  are these all the streams of influence I\-hich have flo\\-ed 
fro111 that distant farmhouse. \Vithin rny memory Elijnh. S a s h  

I , ,  reniovecl to the next tolvn, \Villiamsl)urg, and a family hy the 
name of Ileekins caine in his place. From that second home 

i came Emory. \vho t~rcamc 1)artncr i l l  the great firm of Lfeekins, 
Packard Sr \\.heat, Sl)ringfield, Rlass. =\t his recent tleath \.cry 
hearty t r i l~utes  \\-ere paicl his incorruptil~le integrity and ('hris- 
tian activity by  different papers of the city. El-ery Conlvay 
man read \\-ith pride of such \vorth and usefulness in one of its 
so11s. 

Let us no\\- retrace our steps half a mile to the plain farm- 
house of I~lcacon Jose1111 .\\.cry, son of Deacon John .\very, 
alreadl. ~nentiolicd. He married in 1788, S\.l\.ia, sister of Deacon 
John Clary, li\-ing at the other end of the to\\.n. Their happy 
married life continued forty years and In? father reached his 
seventy-eighth year. S o t  long l~efore the death of Samuel 
Harris I met him in S e w  IIax-en, \\-hen he a t  once alluded with 
niuch \\.arli~th, t o  my parents, remarking, "Your father's 1)iog- 
raphy ought to  ha1.e heen \\-rirte~i," and "your  noth her \vould 
have graced any circle in the land." For nine years he was 
their pastor and intimate associate in all C'hristian \I-ork. I a m  
askc.tl t o  speak freely of this Joseph .1\.rr>-, as  one of Conway's 
truly useful 11ie11. I think I ha1.e ne \e r  met persons rnore 
thorouglily consecratc,d to  the upbuiltling of ('hrist's kingdom 
than my father and mother. ?'he brief sentence upon our 
mother's tombstone expresses her life purpose, "Lix.e for Christ." 

t 

1 
Sollie might say that  the father in this small and plain house 


